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(1) i.) HOW DO YOU PUT QUALITY 
) IN XMAS TREES? 


Cameron Xmas Trees start with the 
melting of special high alloy steels in 
our own melt shop. Every phase of 
manufacture—from forging, through 
rough and finished machining to final 
assembly and testing —is performed in 
our own shops. Each step is checked by 
the most exacting controls found in 
industry today. We have been asked, 
“Why all the fuss and bother when 
components can be purchased from sep- 
arate sources and assembled as others 
do?” The answer, of course, is the secret 
of our success — the reason we are the 
largest manufacturers of pressure con- 
trols for drilling and producing. It sums 
up to one simple statement — QUAL- 
ITY —a word not taken lightly at 
Cameron. The safety and success of our 
customers depend upon it, and we have 
lots of them all over the world. 


Next time you specify trees, get the 
most in safety, service and economy. 
Get all-Cameron Trees—they are 
available wherever you need them. 


IRON WORKS, INC. 
P. O. Box 1212 — Houston, Texas 
Export Office: 7912 Empire.State Bldg., New 


York City. In England: Cameron Iron Works 
Ltd., 76 Grosvenor St., London W. 1 England. 














when it’s your move- 


Tug MARIE G. 
Length—98’ 
Beam—25' 
Power—2200 h.p. diesel 
twin screw 






CALL 
CRESCENT 
TOWING 





Tug HUMRICK Tug WM. S. SMITH 
Length—142’ Length—144’ 
Beam—27' 6” 


Beam—32' 8” 


Power—1700 l.p. diesel Power—1850 h.p. steam 


Pa ‘ 
othe et S 
His. j 


Tugs PORT ALLEN 
and PORT HUDSON 
Length—93' 
Beam—25’ 
Power—1000 h.p. diesel 





' Tug OCEAN PRINCE Tug SANDRA 
Length—123’ }Length—92’ 
Beam—30’ 






Beam—25’ 
=< h.p. diesel 


Pit 


Tug ORLEANS Tug LiL AN 
Length—81’ 
Beam—24’ 
Power—750 h.p. diesel 


Power—1400 h.p. diesel _ 
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— Write for free illustrated booklet 
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THREDKOTE 701 


keeps your tool joints on the job 


For longer tool joint service, protect the threads from first trip to 
last with Humble’s Thredkote 701. 


Give new tool joints a specially careful and generous coat for good 
lubrication and maximum protection. Continued use of Thredkote 701 
on each trip will keep your string running tight and true. 


Joints make up tight and break out easy. As the string is run, 
the 60% pure metallic zinc in Thredkote 701 effectively guards 
against metal-to-metal contact and prevents galling. And Thredkote 


701 maintains its quality and consistency under the most rugged 
running conditions. 


Thredkote 701 is available in 25 lb. pails and in 200 lb. and 
600 Ib. drums. Call your nearest Humble wholesale plant in Texas 
and New Mexico. Thredkote is also available through many oil field 
supply stores. The price is right, and delivery is quick. 


HUMBLE OIL & REFINING COMPANY 





Other Humbie 
Thread Compounds 


e@ THREDKOTE 700 — lower cost, 
red lead base lubricant for 
casing, tubing and tool joints. 

@ THREDKOTE 703— 85% metal- 
lic zinc, for use where pres- 
sures exceed 2000 Ibs. per 
square inch. 

@ THREDKOTE 705 — lubricates, 
fills and seals worn, wobbly 
tool joints. 

@ THREDKOTE 706 — meets all 
requirements for A.P.I. high 
pressure thread lubricants 
suitable for pressures ex- 
ceeding 10,000 Ibs. psi. 

@ THREDKOTE 708 — forms an 
insoluble seal at threaded 
connections servicing gas, 
gasoline, solvents and 
kerosene. 

@ THREDLOK 801 —a new prod- 
uct for sealing and locking 
casing joints. 
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Time is 
oney 


Avoid profit-wasting 
downtime with Cum- 
mins dependable Die- 
sels, backed by factory- 
type maintenance serv- 
ice. Our factory-trained 
mechanics are avail- 
able day or night at 16 
conveniently located 
service shops through- 
out the Mid-Continent 
area. It pays to stand- 
ardize on Cummins 
Diesels. 
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GULFPORT BUILT... 


Tug ZEUS, 103’ x 25’ x 13’— 
1200 HP General Motors Diese! 
Gear Drive tug, built for Intra- 
coastal Towing and Transporta- 
tion Corp., Houston, Texas. De- ~ 
livered August 13, 1957. 


equipment for the oil industry . 


Phone YUkon 2-6486 





Gulfport Shipbuilding Corporation builds many types of fine marine 


cargo barges, drilling platforms, seismic vessels, crew and cargo boats, 
and fast, rugged cruisers for the inshore oilfields . . . Whatever your 
problem, you are in capable hands at Gulfport. 


BUILDERS AND DESIGNERS 
All-Welded Steel Tugs, Barges, Vessels 


Gutrport Swippuipine GorPoRATION 


“On the Highway to the Offshore Oilfields” 
PORT ARTHUR, TEXAS 
“Gulfport Tugs for Tough Towing” 





. derrick barges, tugs, dredges, 


P. O. Box 1179 
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Way offshore... 


With the Publisher 


—™ offshore lease map that you'll 

find in this issue—a 4-color dilly 
of the east half of Louisiana, and 
jam-packed with information—will, 
we hope, prove useful for more than 
just wrapping your lunch in on your 
way out to a deep-sea rig. 

We delayed the map to get com- 
plete information on Louisiana’s last 
offshore lease sale—the biggest un’ 
yet—and if nothing else, you'll find 
it helpful to keep from getting your 
fish hooks snarled on undersea pipe- 
lines. 





Orville Scott, who has been edit- 
ing Offshore for a long, long time, 
finally departed that august (?) post 
to take another position. He is a 
serious-minded young man, and 
wants to dedicate the remainder of 
his life to church work. 

While we think this is commend- 
able, it has surely left yours truly 
in a pickle. Until we find someone 
like Orville capable of writing about 
things both marine and oil, the act- 
ing editor of Offshore is—guess 
who. 

Yep, and it’s working our tail to a 
frazzle. Do you find errors in this 
issue, and feel like bawling some- 
body out, just think of a dour char- 
acter running around with a hurried, 
harried expression, and with his 
shirt-tails out and flapping, and 
you'll probably just baw! out a handy 
roustabout (who'll probably know 
more about what he’s doing, any- 
way!) instead of us. 





But hard work never hurt a body 
—at least, the folks who don’t work 
very hard tell you that. So we hope 
to be caught up soon, and maybe 
bum a fishing trip off Jack Casey or 
Red Shibley or somebody like that. 
Which means we've got a big pile of 
paperwork to plow through before 
we... 


See you next month! 


Long John Latham 
JULY, 1959 
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DRILLING PLATFORM: Serving oil BARGE WORK: Lifting a 200-ton PILE DRIVING: On Lake Maricaibo, 
operations in Gulf of Mexico. AMER- load...13 ft. radius over bow. Venezuela. AMERICAN Stiffieg 
ICAN 300 Series Pedestal Cranes. AMERICAN Stiffleg Derrick. Derrick. 


WHY NOT PROFIT BY THE 
EXPERIENCE OF OTHER 
AMERICAN CRANE OWNERS! 


One of the most respected, most reliable names in the offshore equip- 
ment field, American Hoist has earned a leading reputation for develop- 
ing superior load lifting machinery. Owners and operators of American 
cranes can depend on “years-ahead” engineering features to provide 
them with efficient load moving services. Their acceptance of Amer- 
ican dependability and versatility is just one more reason why you’ll 
see American cranes in use on more and more of the nation’s off- 
shore operations. 

If you have expensive, single-duty equipment standing idle, now 
is the time you should fully examine the potential of multi-purpose 
American cranes. They can cover a wider variety of jobs than almost 
any other machine you own. Handling loads of all shapes and types, 
American cranes are tailor made for almost every lifting job on land 
or sea. With interchangeable fronts . . . hooks, grapple, clamshell, 
dragline, shovel or magnet . . . the demands of every industry are met 
by a complete line of American Cranes. Based on the experience of 
other American owners and operators, Americans are job tested .. . 
job proven . . . job ready . . . to help you cut your offshore and on- 
shore handling costs. 

SEND FOR FREE detailed and illustrated catalog information on 
the American crane best suited for your needs. 


ERECTION: Derrick barge assemblies 
offshore platform. AMERICAN Revolver 
Crane. 
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a AMERICAN HOIST AND DERRICK COMPANY 4 
: Dept. OS, St. Paul, Minnesota ; 
A he gE Fe é Cc A | EE oO 4 ST a. Please send me FREE complete catalog information on § 
= American cranes. 4 
7 ' 
and Derrick Company s (_) Truck and Self-Propelled [] Crawler [] Locomotive 
St. Paul 7, Minnesota . [_] Revolver {_] Pedestal ; 
DERRICKS-HOISTS EXCAVATORS-CRANES AMERICAN HOIST CROSBY-LAUGHLIN 4 & 
to 800 tons to 2 yds.-60 tons PACIFIC COMPANY DIVISION . Name . 
REVOLVER CRANES LOCOMOTIVE CRANES | Special materials | Drop forged fittings 8 Firm 4 
to 400 tons to 130 tons handling equipment for wire rope-chain « ' 
8 Address ' 
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Voyage For A Marine Rig 





Italian platform encounters 75-ft. seas on tow to Mediterranean 


I the dramatic photograph above, the Italian 
mobile platform Scarabeo heels to starboard and 
bobs like a cork on rough seas encountered during 
a 7,000-mile tow from Vicksburg, Miss. to its first 
drillsite off the Sicilian coast in the Mediterranean. 


A short time later, winds whipped up mountainous 
75-ft. seas, and at times only the tips of the cross- 
trussed legs were visible above towering waves (See 
right). At one point during the storm, the floating 
platform is reported to have ripped loose from the 
tug Zeeland. But the tow was recovered and the plat- 
form arrived safely at Gela, Sicily showing little storm 
damage. 

The Scarabeo is actually a $1 million “portable 
drilling island,” designed to operate in conjunction 
with the drill tender Saipem. The triangular hull of 
the platform measures 120-ft. by 115-ft. by 13-ft. It 
is equipped to drill below 10,000-ft., and lifts itself 
on the towering legs at the rate of one foot a minute. 
It is owned by SAIPEM, a subsidiary of Enta Nazion- 
ale Idrocarburi, the Italian oil monopoly. 

(Continued on next page) 
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MOUNTAINOUS WAVE leaves only tips of legs show- 
ing as platform lurches into trough at end of tow-line. 
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FINER EQUIPMENT— 


FOR FASTER, 
MORE EFFICIENT 


The 51' ROBIN ANN is one of a fleet of crewboats main- 
tained by Robin Boat Rental Service, Inc. to serve the oil 
industry offshore. Included in the fleet are many other 51’ 
boats of this type built by Equitable Equipment Company, 
Inc. of New Orleans. The ROBIN ANN is built in accordance 
with American Bureau of Shipping standards and U. S. Coast 
Guard requirements for carrying passengers for hire. She 
is ruggedly constructed and seaworthy, but outfitted on par 
with the finest pleasure yachts afloat. 





Crewboats for Sale or 
Charter to VENEZUELA 


Call us for: Crewboats, Seagoing Tugs, Big Tenders 


ROBIN BOAT RENTAL SERVICE, Inc. 


Phone FOrest 6-7217 - 8 


2121 8th St. Harvey, La. 














INSURANCE 
ADJUSTERS OF AVERAGE 


Facilities for handling insurance requirements 
for the Marine, Shipping and Oil Industries. 


DEEP SEA @ OFFSHORE 
INLAND WATERS 
World Wide Service 


ADAMS & PORTER 


ESTABLISHED 1907 


Cotton Exchange Bldg. Phone: CApitol 7-5181 
Cable Address: ADPORT 
HOUSTON, TEXAS 
and at 
MARACAIBO 
RIO DE JANEIRO 


NEW YORK SAO PAULO 











And calm aftermath . . . 
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SCARABEO IS SHOWN during relatively calm period. 
This picture and the dramatic photographs on the pre- 
ceding page were taken by the mate of the ZEELAND, 
the ocean tug which handled the 7,000-mile tow. The 
mobile drilling platform was designed and constructed 
by R. G. LeTourneau, Inc. of Longview, Texas, and 
sold to the Italian concern. 
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AFTER STORMY VOYAGE from U.S., the mobile 
platform and 5,000-ton tender SAIPEM is shown on 
location near Gela, Sicily, drilling the first offshore 
well in Italian waters. N.I. originally planned to 
use the three-hkegged platform for exploratory drilling 
in the Persian Gulf offshore from Iran, but it was 
diverted to its present location 114 miles off the 
Sicilian coast. 
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we sell protection 


CALLOWAY 


PIPE GUARD 








performance the year ‘round 










on your offshore rigs with 
SETCO Machines and Service. 


Lima Type 34 Paymaster stationary, 
mounted on offshore rig near 
Houston, Texas. Used to handle 
loads from barges and Ships, 


Special equipment for service on offshore rigs, barges, marsh- 
land development and pipelines construction, can be ob- 
tained conveniently from any one of four SETCO offices. 
Lima, Insley, Schield-Bantam and Allis-Chalmers units for 
regular or special jobs are carried in stock, together with 
one of the South's largest supplies of 
parts. Round the clock repair service as 
necessary. Sale or rental. Come see us. 
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SOUTHERN EQUIPMENT & TRACTOR COMPANY 


New Orleans: 3727 Veterans Memorial Hwy e P. O. Box 337 Baton Rouge: 2020 N. Third St. © P. O. Box 631 


Phone: VErnon 5-5408 . * Metairie, La. | Phone: Dickens 8-6721 ° Baton Rouge, La 


Monroe: 1101 Louisville Ave. « P. O. Box 2837—Lovisville Sta Shreveport: 2601 E. Texas St. ¢ P.O. Box 5055 
Phone: FAirfax 2-6146 ° Monroe; La. Phone: 3-1532 e Bossier City, La 
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Bconrines 


for marine 





corrosion control 


8 ine Coatings are based on epoxy 
resins discovered and developed by 
Devoe & Raynolds research laboratories. 
These coatings offer a new high standard 
of corrosion control for a wide range of 
marine exposures . . . at a practical cost. 


Devran Coatings for pos- 
itive control of costly cor- 
rosion of ships tanks and 
exteriors have been fully 
laboratory tested and in 
service since 1953. 


DEVRAN TANK COATING SYSTEMS 


Proven systems are available for use in cargo 
tanks, cargo/ballast tanks, potable and 
boiler feed water tanks and bilges. Out- 
standing features include: 





® Hard, smooth finish in light colors for 


good reflection; toughness; adhesion and 
high resistance to undercutting. 


@ Easy application by 
standard spray, brush or 
roller equipment. 


@ Safer to apply. 
@ Non-metallic. 





DEVRAN- EXTERIOR SYSTEMS 


A complete line of primers and finish coats 
is available for use on hulls from keel to rail, 

decks, deckhouses and 
superstructures. Brushed, 

sprayed or rolled Devran 
Exterior Coatings are 
quick-drying, easy to apply. 
For specialized advice on any marine cor- 
— problem—call Devoe & Raynolds TO- 


© 1959 Devoe & Raynolds Co., Inc. 





DEVO E coarincs 


DEVOE & RAYNOLDS COMPANY, INC., MARINE DIVISION, Newark 5, New Jersey ° 
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Riverside, California. 
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arene the earth's secrets 


Science and the offshore industry may team up to drill the 
wildest of wildcats—an 18,000-ft. hole in 14,000 feet of 
water, through the earth's crust to the underlying mantle 


n the not too distant future, a 
I floating vessel will be moored 
far out in the ocean in water miles 
deep, where it will begin a project 
heretofore dreamed of only in 
science fiction. 


For if present plans are consum- 
ated, the vessel will drill the ‘“Mo- 
hole,” an 18,000-ft. test that will 
penetrate the interior of the earth, 
— invaluable geological and 

iological information dating back 
perhaps to the earth’s very begin- 
ning. 

Since his earliest origin, man has 
been profoundly curious of his en- 
vironment. In his eternal search for 
knowledge, he has tried to learn 
more of his own planet—a strange 
and wonderful vehicle, suspended in 
time, that carries him hurtling 
through space on a fixed orbit 
around the sun while rotating at a 
speed of more than 2000 miles per 
hour. But while he has flung his 
rockets beyond the atmosphere, the 
earth beneath his feet remains a 
mystery. 

What is it made of? Various 
sciences—astronomy, geology, phy- 
sics, radiochemistry and _paleontol- 
ogy—provide clues. But all of the 
evidence is indirect, for to date there 
is no information about the materials 
of the interior. Man has been un- 
able to take samples of deep rocks 
for study. The world’s deepest hole, 
drilled in a continental land mass, 
reached a depth of only 25,340 
feet—not enough to penetrate even 
the earth’s crust. 

The earth’s crust . .. Average 
thickness of the earth’s crust, ac- 
cording to accepted theory, is about 
10 miles or one four-hundredth of 
its radius. It is made up of granitic 
material where continents exist and a 
basaltic substance under the seas. The 
crust has an average thickness of 


(Continued on next page) 
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DIAGRAM SHOWS DEPTH OF WATER and of various layers at four 
specific drillsites now under consideration. Drill bit would pierce layer made 
up of oceanic sediments (1). upper layer of earth’s chrust (2), and basaltic 
lower layer of earth’s crust (3) to reach the underlying mantle (4). 
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‘Lowered through 2! miles of 
water, drill pipe will be only 
slightly more rigid than cables" 








about 20 miles under the continents 
- —which push up like icebergs, with 
their greater mass buried—but it is 
believed the suboceanic crust may 
thin out to as little as 21/ miles in 
some places. Although overlain with 
a half mile of sediment and another 
214, miles of water, the mantle is 
much closer to the surface of the 
sea than to the surface of the land. 
Reason for the Mohole . . . The 
“Mohole” is derived from the Mo- 
horovicic discontinuity which is the 
dividing line between the earth's 
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BOX 184, PETERS RD. 
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crust and the underlying mantle, 
thought to be composed principally 
of peridotite rock. Scientists refer 
to it as Moho, hence the hole to 
be drilled to the discontinuity is 
called the Mohole. 

The Mohole would make it pos- 
sible, for the first time, to secure 
samples of both the mantle and the 
deep crust for analysis. It may be 
that the age of both the crust and 
the mantle can be determined 
through radioactive analysis. But 


(Continued on page 16) 





FLOATING. DRILLING VESSELS such as Zapata Off-Shore Company’s 
NOLA 1, shown here on location off the Louisiana coast, have developed 
techniques of overwater drilling that will prove invaluable to the Mohole 
project—man’s first effort to probe the interior of the earth. 
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STERDAY it wasn’t there. Today, he picks it 
up and wonders: why did it grow like that? 
The miracle of growth! Whether it’s a “toad- 
stool” that springs up overnight or a cancer cell 
that suddenly comes into being, we’ve a lot to 
learn about the whole beautiful process of or- 
derly growth... . . and the dreadful, senseless 
growth that is cancer. 


The cancer puzzle is tied up in growth 
—growth of body cells smaller than the periods 
on this page. 

Scientists, working under grants from the 
American Cancer Society, are ceaselessly study- 
ing cells—normal and cancer cells. And they 
too are asking: Why? 
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Why do cells suddenly change from normal 
growth to uncontrolled, disorderly growth? This 
question can be answered only by the most 
probing, painstaking and costly research. 


Your contributions to the American 
Cancer Society will support hundreds of scien- 
tific studies necessary to save lives today and 
tomorrow. 
Remember: Cancer 
canstrikeanyone. But 
you can strike back 
hard with your dol- 
lars. Send your gift to 
CANCER in care of 





CANCER 


your local post office. G () (| ET / 
| 
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SCHEMATIC OF EARTH’S CRUST, highly simplified, shows the “Mohole” (1), which it is hoped will reach the 
earth’s mantle (2). The drill bit will first bore through oceanic sediments (3), the upper or second layer of 
the earth’s crust (4), and the lower basaltic layer (5). At left (6) is an oceanic island, considered un- 
suitable because there are no sediments and it is further to the discontinuity. A drill string through only the 
oceanic sediments (7) would furnish invaluable information, if a deeper test failed. The continental shelf area (8) 








such is the imponderable mystery of 
the earth's interior, the Moho may 
not be immediately recognized when 
it is reached. 


Objectives . . . The Mohole will 
have other fascinating objectives. 
Oceanic sediments are unlike sedi- 
mentary rocks found on land. Softer 
and unconsolidated to a considerable 
depth, there are areas where they 
show little evidence of ever having 
been disturbed by crustal movements. 
Cores may show a complete history 
of sedimentation since the process 
first began. The earth’s climatic 
history may be similarly recorded. 
Cores may bring up evidence of the 
time life on earth actually began. 
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And drilling back through time, 
the whirling bit may reach the ac- 
tual primordial surface of the earth. 
Evidence brought up may show this 
surface to be similar to the face of 
the moon. The bit may encounter 
ancient meteorites. 


Drilling the Mohole .. . It is 
easily seen that this impressive proj- 
ect, of intense interest to the man 
in the street as well as scientists, can 
best be undertaken from a floating 
vessel moored in the ocean depths. 
It follows that the offshore indus- 
try will be tapped for its know-how, 
for marine oil operators have devel- 
oped equipment and techniques that 
will prove invaluable to the under- 


“Mohole will be drilled from a floating vessel moored 
in the deep ocean. To reach Moho from land, a hole 


would have to be drilled to about 100,000 feet’ 


taking. Their experience is essential 
to the success of the project. 


Even so, the experiment will not 
be accomplished in one easy step. 
When a suitable drill site has been 
selected, modifications must be made 
in existing equipment to adapt it to 
the operation of a drill string two 
miles longer than any ever assem- 
bled. Heavy six-inch drill pipe, low- 
ered through 21/4 miles of water, 
will be only slightly more rigid than 
the cables that guide it to the bot- 
tom. Various solutions to this prob- 
lem are being studied, and the de- 
velopment of a wire-line core-re- 
trieving method has been suggested. 

But the oil industry is optimistic 
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is a transition zone, underlain by materials of uncertain composition. The 
world’s deepest well (9) was drilled on dry land to a total depth of 25,340 
feet—to reach the Mohorovicic discontinuity, a drill bit would have to pene- 
trate only about 18,000 feet below the ocean floor. Continental masses are 
underlain by granitic material (9). Drawing is not to scale. 


that these difficulties can be over- 
come. Several offshore operators are 
already studying the project, 


Drillsite . . . Several likely oceanic 
locations have been suggested. 


That the project is being given 
serious scientific consideration is 
evidenced by the fact that a flotilla 
of ships is already investigating the 
first of four possible drillsites. In 
the Atlantic Ocean north of Puerto 
Rico there is an area some 200 miles 
long from east to west and 150 miles 
wide from north to south known as 
the Outer Ridge. The ridge comes 
to within 14,000 feet of the ocean 
surface (See drawing on p. 13), and 
lies between deeper parts of the At- 
lantic known as the Abyssal Plain 
and the Puerto Rican Trench. 


The flotilla of search ships is 
made up of the Vema, from Colum- 
bia University’s Lamont Geological 
Laboratory; Gibbs, a former seaplane 
tender now operated by Columbia 
for the Navy; Bear, from the Woods 
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Hole Oceanographic Institute; and 
Hidalgo, a research vessel owned 
and operated by Texas A. & M. Col- 
lege. 


Should the Outer Ridge area of 
the Atlantic bottom prove unsuit- 
able, sites in the Pacific are also 
being considered. 


Possible locations in the Pacific in- 
clude a site due south of San Diego, 
near the equator, and near Clipperton 
Island or Guadalupe Island (See chart 
on p. 13). 


Major considerations in selecting 
a location are to find a place rela- 
tively free of strong currents, hurri- 
canes and severe weather conditions, 
and also one with a port convenient- 
ly near to support drilling opera- 
tions. 


Exploratory program . . . The 
exploratory program, which will 
cost several million dollars, may con- 
sume years as it advances through 
developmental stages preceding the 


actual drilling of ‘the Mohole. The 
most rewarding of these preliminary 
stages will probably be obtaining a 
sedimentary record of the ocean bed. 
This test, drilled in one of the ocean 
deeps where sediment has settled 
since the ocean first appeared, might 
give scientists a complete picture of 
the biological history of the earth. 


Engineering problems .. . Not the 
least of the engineering problems 
that must be overcome is mooring 
a vessel in such great depths over 
soft ocean bottoms. A way must be 
found to handle the world’s longest 
drill string under the most adverse 
drilling conditions ever encountered, 
to circulate drilling mud, and to 
core from a height of nearly 2% 
miles above the actual drillsite. 


Previous experience .. . Minor 
offshore operations, such as coring, 
have been conducted from floating 
barges for several years. Zapata Off- 
Shore Company of Houston, Texas, 
has conducted both drilling and 
workover operations from a floating 
vessel—the converted YF barge 
Nola 1—in the Gulf of Mexico. Op- 
erating in relatively shallow water, 
Nola 1 drilled one hole to 9,000 
feet and a second to approximately 
11,000 feet. The 9,000-ft. well was 
completed in eleven days. 


In the Gulf of Paria, a floating 
drill barge owned and operated by 
The Offshore Company of Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana, has drilled sever- 
al tests below 10,000 feet. One test 
reached 11,337—and is reportedly 


(Continued on next page) 





this “Seven Seas Rig,” designed for 


deep sea drilling and mining by boat- 
builder Jack Casey of Mermentau, 
Louisiana, might be used for drilling 
the Mohole. 
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When You Need the Best in - - - 


® Exploration Boats 
® Production Boats 
® Crew Boats 


CONTACT: 


MARINE SERVICE CO. 


BOAT RENTALS 


1220 West I8th Street 
Houston, Texas 


UNderwood 4-1463 


R. L ."Red" Shibley 


J. D. "Johnny" Wiech 
HOmestead 5-4122 


HOmestead 5-7618 











POWER BY KENNEDY 


. aboard this 32’ all-steel crew boat whose 38.3 m.p.m. makes her 
the FASTEST boat of her type IN THE WORLD. Twin screw, she was 
built by Equitable Equipment Co. of New Orleans and is powered by 
two GM Series 6-71B marine diesel engines supplied by .. . 


KENNEDY MARINE ENGINE CO. 


Distributors of General Motors Diesels, Onan Gas- 


: oline and Diesel Electric Plants, Bendix Depth Re- . 
J corders, Surrette Marine Batteries. Call today for J 
A A 


quick service. 


GEMERAL MOTORS 


DIESEL 
POWER 


,ENERAL MOTORS 


DIESEL 


BILOXI, MISSISSIPPI POWER 


P. O. Box 915 





Phone ID 2-1531 














Mohole ... 


(Continued from preceding page) 


the world’s first oil discovery made 
from a floating vessel. 


CUSS I, a converted Navy YFNB 
freight barge adapted for core drill- 
ing off the California coast, has 
operated in water depths ranging up 
to 360 feet. In one instance, eight 
core holes were drilled by the rig to 
an average depth of 5,000 feet. Aver- 
age time required to complete and 
abandon each core hole was 12.8 
days. 


Who is behind it . . . Mohole is a 
project of the AMSOC Committee, 
with Gordon Lill as chairman and 
Willard Bascom as technical director, 
and is being conducted under the 
auspices of the National Academy 
of Sciences. Offshore is indebted to 
AMSOC for supplying information 
for this article, as well as prelimin- 
ary sketches from which drawings 
accompanying the article were made. 


In a letter to the editors of Off- 
shore, Mr. Bascom points out that 
the committee's plans are still flex- 
ible, and that suggestions, ideas and 
criticisms from knowledgeable read- 
ers will be welcomed. 


Into the prehistoric past. . . If 
Mohole is successful, it may well be 
man’s first look deep into his pre- 
historic past. 





“Surely you’ve heard of the ‘Adams- 
for-peace’ program?” 
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Floating Vessel Drills Discovery Off Peru 


Drilling on a 26,000-acre conces- 
sion in the Pacific off northern 
Peru, Richfield Oil Corporation's 
floating drilling vessel Rincon has 
successfully completed a 400 bpd 
producer. Location is about 3 miles 
offshore, and adjacent to the on- 
shore Lobitos field. 

Richfield and Cities Service each 
have a half interest in the conces- 
sion, which was acquired from 
Douglas Oil Company by Peruvian 
Pacific Petroleum Company, a Cities 
Service subsidiary. 

The Rincon had drilled a previous 
dry hole on the concession. The dis- 
covery is producing from perfora- 
tions at 2,807-2,996-ft. 





Gulf Drills From Platform In 200-Ft. Water 


Gulf Oil Corporation has ventured 
into the deepest water yet in the 
Gulf of Mexico. The company has 
rigged up to drill a test from a 
fixed platform set in 200 feet of 
water—64-ft. deeper than has yet 
been drilled in by either a platform 
rig or mobile unit. 

Location is in Block 131 of the 
South Timbalier area, about 40 miles 
off the Louisiana coast. For stability, 
Gulf has erected a “pyramid-type” 
platform, 90-ft. square at the ocean 
floor and tapering up to a 30-ft. by 
30-ft. platform towering 40-ft. above 
the waves. A superstructure measur- 
ing 40-ft. by 45-ft., and cantilevered 
over the sides of the platform, pro- 
vides additional working space. 

Salt Dome Production Company is 
using the Gulf drill tender Pelican 
for the venture. 
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STATE BOAT Transportation 


Dependable Service—Prime Equipment 
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Boat Rentals 


State Boat Corporation 
HOUSTON, TEXAS P. O. Box 543, Telephone MAdison 3-0340 
PASCAGOULA—NEW ORLEANS—MIAMI 
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Special study reveals 


Drilling Costs Soaring 


Costs of offshore wells in the Gulf of Mexico, 


which averaged almost nine times those on dry land, 


are given as a major factor in sharp price boost 


A special study on drilling costs— 
the second ever compiled on an in- 
dustry-wide basis—gave dramatic 
testimony to the multi-billion dollar 
risks and staggering costs that U.S. 
oil men are embracing in their con- 
stant search for petroleum. 

Prepared by the American Petro- 
leum Institute, the Independent Pe- 
troleum Association of America, and 
the Mid-Continent Oil & Gas Asso- 
ciation, the current study is based on 
1955.and 1956 data—the most recent 
available—and provides these high- 
lights: 

1) Oil men and oil companies in- 
vested $5 billion 468 million in drill- 
ing 113,056 wells in those two years. 
Of this, $1 billion 683 million went 
down the drain for 42,591 non-pro- 
ductive dry holes. 

2) The average cost per well went 
up from $6,500 in 1955 to $40,200 


in 1956, due largely to increased off- 
shore activity, deeper drilling, and 
higher prices for ~ aed and materials. 

3) Drilling costs skyrocketed as 
depths increased. For example, wells 
over 15,000 feet ran nearly 29 times 
more than those in relatively shallow 
areas of 2500 to 3750 feet. 

4) Costs of offshore wells, in the 
Gulf of Mexico, averaged almost 
nine times more than those on dry 
land. 


Alaska 


Offshore Lands May Go 
On Competitive Bid Basis 


Three million acres of Alaska tidal 
and submerged lands may be put up 
for competitive bidding in mid-sum- 
mer of this year. Leases will be a- 


warded to the individual bidding the 
highest cash bonus. These leases will 
carry a rental rate of one dollar per 
acre per year and a royalty rate of 
not less than 121/ percent. 

Under terms of the new Alaska 
Land Act, state-owned lands will also 
be leased on a noncompetitive basis. 
Leases on these lands will be issued 
to the first qualified person making 
application. Rental will be 50 cents 
per acre and royalty a flat rate of 
1214, percent. 

Tidal and submerged lands will be 
offered in parcels not to exceed 5760 
acres; upland competitive areas, not 
more than 640 acres; and all non- 
competitive lands, 2560 acres. 


Union-Ohio Group Awarded 
229,000-Acre Concession 


Over a quarter million acres of 
the Knik-Arm—Cook Inlet area is 
now under contract for development 
by Union Oil Company of California 
and The Ohio Oil Company during 
the next four years. 

The Union-Ohio group waited 
more than a year while the Depart- 
ment of the Interior studied their 
application before receiving the 
229,000-acre pact. 

Union-Ohio received the second 

(Continued on page 26) 





27-Well Platform, Derrick Barge Bound For Paria 





The big steel structure on the barge at left above 
is a 27-well weer) destined for the Gulf of Paria. 


It was prefabricated in the yards of Brown & Root 
Marine Operators, Inc. in Houston for Paria Opera- 
tions, Inc. 


The Brown & Root derrick barge Herman B, at 
right, will be used to set the platform once it has ar- 
rived on location. Brown & Root tugs M. P. Ander- 
son and Pan-American are shown getting the two 
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barges positioned in Galveston roads, preparatory to 
starting the 17-day tow. Both the cargo barge and 
derrick barge were towed by the Anderson. 


‘Para Operations, Inc. is a joint venture of Contin- 
ental Oil Company of Venezuela, Texas Petroleum 
Company, The Ohio Oil Company of Venezuela, 
Venezuela-Cities Service Petroleum Corporation, and 
Richfield Oil Corporation. 
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specify SECURITY 


“AA” SERIES 


. 
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404 TYPES, 
SIZES and 
VARIATIONS 


M4N 


FORMATION RATINGS: 

For shale, lime, sand, 

shaley lime, and other 
di to di hard 

formations. 

SIZES: 23 bit sizes from 

5% inches to 12% inches 





FORMATION RATINGS: For hard lime, 


hard shale, hard sands, anhydrite, 
dolomite, and other medium hard to 
hard formations. 

Sizes: 23 bit sizes from 


5% inches to 12% inches 


M4L 


FORMATION RATINGS: 
For medium hard-abra- 
sive to hard formations 
where hard lime, dolo- 
mite, and chert streaks 
predominate. 

SIZES: 18 bit sizes from 
6% inches to 15 inches 





SECURITY manufactures a complete line of rock bits — 
more than 1120 types, sizes, and variations; 404 made 
exclusively for MEDIUM FORMATION drilling. 


Like all Security bits, the “M” SERIES medium 
formation bits are offered in regular, jet, air, or jet-air 
circulation. For full details, write for Security’s 1959 
catalog. 


Specify Security and get the RIGHT bits for every 
well you drill. Security bits assure fastest penetration, 
maximum footage, and greatest drilling economy. 
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CONTINUOUS RATING os 


NOW...THE NAPIER DELTIC 
9- AND 18-CYLINDER DIESELS 
PROVIDE THE 
HIGHEST POWER/WEIGHT RATIO 
IN THEIR CLASS! 


FOR CREW BOAT AND INDUSTRIAL APPLICATIONS. 
POWER RANGES FROM 860 BHP TO 3100 BHP. 











turbo-charged 9-cyl- 
inder Napier Deltic 


...continuous power 
at 1100 BHP. 
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NAPIER DELTIC BASIC 
ENGINE DATA: 


THE NAPIER DELTIC 
OFFERS YOU: 


Power: 860 to 3100 BHP... 


@ Highest power/weight ratio depending on model 


@ Freedom from vibration Weight: 7000 to 13000 lbs. ... 
depending on model 
Maximum Width: 65 inches 


Maximum Height: 90 inches 


@ Compactness, small size, 
and low weight 


@ Low specific fuel consumption 


@ Ease of maintenance 





@ Simplified stocking of spare parts More detailed data is available on the Napier 
Deltic engine and its many applications. Just 
write to: Napier Engines, Inc., 909 Dupont 
or turbo-charged Circle Building, Washington 6, D.C. 


@ Mechanically aspirated 











ENGINES INCORPORATED 
| A SUBSIDIARY OF D. NAPIER & SON, LTD., LONDON, ENGLAND ¢ A MEMBER OF THE ENGLISH ELECTRIC GROUP OF COMPANIES 


Deltic-engined passenger vessel: Thislaunch Crew boat installation: Two turbo-charged Napier Deltic 
cruises at 35 mph with 50 passengers. diesels, totalling 6200 maximum BHP, push this vessel 
(Courtesy of John |. Thornycroft & Co., Ltd.) at 42 mph with 60 passengers. 
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Automatic Economy... Pneumatically! 


with HALLIBURTON 


PNEUMATIC BULK MATERIAL HANDLING EQUIPMENT 
ai 
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HALLIBURTON...NOW OFFERS 
AN IMPORTANT CONCEPT IN 
PNEUMATIC BULK HANDLING! 


Engineering and Installation of Pneumatic 
Bulk Material Handling Equipment systems 
are available on a purchase or lease basis for 
“offshore”, “inland water’ and “onshore” 
operations .. . including automatic and con- 
tinuous metering control of drilling mud 
systems. 


Magnolia Petroleum Company's offshore operation located off 
the southern coast of Louisiana. Installation consists of 
3-820 cu. ft. capacity each pneumatic tanks to store weighting 
material or drilling mud; plus two additonai 820 cu. ft. tanks 
containing bulk cement, Each set of tanks is equipped with a 
surge bin to feed the dry material directly into the cement 
or mud system, Tanks provide 1,000 sacks of weighting mate- 
rial each or 700 sacks of cement materials. 


Tanks on platform are loaded from 820 cu. ft. pneumatic 
tanks on work boat through a specially designed 412” 1.D. rub- 
ber hose. A 300 cfm compressor and dust collectors also used 
during transfer operations. Work boat tanks are filled from 
pneumatic trailers or storage tanks. 


Standard Oil of California, Western . 
Operations, Inc., operates this self- 
contained off-shore platform, bulk 
cement and mud pneumatic storage 
and handling system off the Califor- 
nia coastline, Operated by one man, 
and consisting of eight 569 cu. ft. 
storage tanks with two 300 cfm 40 
psi air compressors and 50 hp elec- 
tric motors, it requires only 522 sq. 
ft. of floor space. This assembly was 
placed on the platform at one lift. 
Tanks are filled from pressure ves- 
se's on work boat. Available for 
purchase or lease. 


The Halliburton pneumatic bulk system provides the 
greatest efficiency, versatility, and economy available now; 
for storage, blending and delivery of finely divided dry 
materials... tailored to meet your specific requirements! 


¢ eliminates contamination as pressure tanks are self- 
cleaning; any dry drilling material can be used. 


¢ properly balanced drilling mud systems maintained at 
all times; mud surge bins equipped with orificed 


From bulk plant to truck... barge to platform... surge proportioning valve 


bin to well site... you automatically get these significant 





money-saving advantages: 


e uniformity of handling 


* saves time and handling costs 
¢ eliminates dust and waste 


* electronic controlled weighing for maximum accuracy 
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* requires only one man to operate 


Put these advantages to work for you in your particular 
operation. Pneumatic systems may be installed either by 
the user or Halliburton...Call or write Halliburton Oil 
Well Cementing Company, Duncan, Oklahoma for 
specific details. 
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HERE’S A TYPICALLY SUCCESSFUL 
HALLIBURTON PNEUMATIC OPERATION... 


Bulk mud system shown in use at the Big Chief Drilling Company’s “Fain- 
Porter” onshore operation at a drilling location in Southern Oklahoma. Halliburton 
Pneumatic system automatically and continuously meters finely divided bulk mate- 
rial from portable storage bins into mud mixers or mud pits. Bins are available in 
varying Capacities ranging from 240 to 578 cu. ft. of aerated material and are 
equipped with orifice proportioning valve which properly maintains drilling mud 
systems in balance. Available for lease only. 
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DENSOMETER WEIGHING DEVICE WEIGHT-SENSING ELEMENT ‘QUICK-CHANGE”™ LOAD INDICATOR 


DENSOMETER 

The Halliburton Densometer, a slurry weight indicating 
instrument, was successfully used on the Pneumatic opera- 
tion. It performs with complete accuracy, is easy to oper- 


ing system for better control of drilling muds, additives, 
and/or other bulk materials at drilling site. 


WEIGHT-SENSING ELEMENT 


~ 


“CONTINUE TO 


ate and maintain. A continuous density reading of the 
drilling mud down hole was provided throughout its entire 
operation. The instrument is equipped with a gauge which 
permanently records fluid density onto a strip chart 
recorder. Its ability to provide continuous sampling, 
recording and reading of density of fluid in lbs. /gal. of the 
drilling mud proved to be a significant advancement for 
better control of drilling muds with greater economy. 


WEIGHING DEVICE 


After extensive research and testing of many various 
types of weighing systems, Halliburton developed a weigh- 


Bulk mud is placed in a storage bin with each of the 
four supporting legs equipped with a sensing element. The 
weight on each of the four legs is relayed to a 80,000 
lbs. capacity load indicator. 


““QUICK-CHANGE”’ LOAD INDICATOR 


The “quick-change” load indicator receives the four cell 
outputs which are totalized by the single indicator which 
is powered by a small battery. Totalized weight is directly 
indicated on dial. One “quick-change” may be moved from 
one storage bin to another. 


HALLIBURTON CEMENTING SERVICES 


HALLIBURTON OIL WELL CEMENTING COMPANY * DUNCAN, OKLAHOMA 


PNEUMATIC BULK MATERIAL HANDLING EQUIPMENT 





nie 


LOOK TO HALLIBURTON—FOR LEADERSHIP” 
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Alaska... 
(Continued from page 20) 


Alaskan lease granted recently. 
Earlier Richmond Oil Corporation 
secured the Katalla-Yakutat tract, 
totaling 490,000-acres. 


California 


Wilmington Suit Delayed 
As Subsidence Is Slowed 


Progress in halting subsidence in 
the giant Wilmington field of Cali- 
fornia has caused the federal govern- 


ment to hold up its suit against opera- 
tors in the field. 

Subsidence was halted completely 
in a 600-acre section and was partially 
halted over 900 additional acres. One 
area where sinking of the land was 
considerably slowed was the south- 
eastern end of the big naval shipyard 
at Long Beach. As a result the Navy 
has softened its threats to move the 
shipyard, but a prominent naval 
official warned against letting up of 
the voluntary crash program in case 
the threatened move should be carried 
out. 

In its suit against the producers in 








DRIVING CONDUCTOR PIPE a“ 





pO E 2 


39,700 ft. pounds per blow. 


Our 8800 pound hammer delivers 


PIPE PILES - - 


Our hammers and complete 
conductor pipe rigging, lo- 
cated at New Orleans and 
Lake Charles can be trans- 
ported anywhere in the Gulf 
area to your location on short 
notice. We deliver the equip- 
ment to your wharf site for 
transportation with the pipe. 
This hammer is ideal for work 
from drilling rigs. 


At equal energy output, our diesel equipment - 
weighs only one-third that of steam ham- 

mers. This reduces handling and set up costs 
—minimizes down time. 


For Dock Construction, Pile Driving & 
Driving Conductor Pipes — 
CONSULT US-—24 Hr. Service 


GURTLER, HEBERT & CO., INC. 


Phones: Day WH 7-0621 - 
1539 PLEASURE STREET 


Night AU 0683 - 


Wire - WUX-UC. 
NEW ORLEANS, LA. 
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the field, the government demanded 


- that subsidence be stopped or that the 


field be shut in and millions of dol- 
lars damages be paid. 

A recent court order grants pro- 
ducers until September 1 to begin a 
large scale voluntary repressuring pro- 
gram in the field or be placed under 
a compulsory program. 

Plans have been made for a $60 
million, five-year repressuring pro- 
gram, whereby 900,000 bbls. of sea 
water per day will be injected back 
into the producing formations. 


Navy Seeks To Restrict 
3 Mile Offshore Area 


The Navy has requested the estab- 
lishment of a restricted naval area 
between Point Conception and Point 
Sal, Calif., according to a report 
from Western Oil and Gas Associa- 
tion. 

The area would cover a three-mile 
wide band of water approximately 
35 miles in length which, according 
to the State Lands Commission, ov- 
erlies one of the four most favorable 
geologic areas for offshore oil de- 
velopment. 


Florida 


Only Two Companies Bid 
For Offshore Tracts 


Only two major companies, bid- 
ding jointly on 22 tracts, appeared 
willing to gamble that oil could be 
found in the offshore area west of 
Florida’s Marquesa Keys. 

A total of 80 tracts were offered 
for lease by the Bureau of Land Man- 
agement. But only two companies— 
The California Company and Gulf 
Oil Corporation—submitted bids. 
The two companies bid jointly on 22 
tracts. The California Company bid 
on one additional tract. 

Total bonus payment offered was 
$1,711,872 for approximately 132,- 
480 acres involved in the 23 tracts, 
or an average of $12.92 per acre. 
Minimum acceptable bid designated 
by the Bureau of Land Management 
was $10 per acre. 

The 5-year leases do not carry 
drilling commitments. 


Lake Erie 


Argonyn | Spuds In Second 

Try On U.S. Side Of Lake 

New York State Natural Gas Cor- 
poration’s portable drill barge Ar- 


gonyn I is drilling a second offshore 
well on the U. S. side of Lake Erie. 


OFFSHORE 


Location is the company’s 19,130- 
acre Tract No. 2, about 31/4 miles 
from shore and near the Pennsyl- 
vania-New York line. 

New York Natural drilled its first 
offshore well last year on Tract No. 
1, near the Pennsylvania-Ohio line. 
The test went to 5,098-ft., but was 
completed at 2,525-ft. for 200 Mcf 
daily of gas. The well is presently 
shut-in. 


Place Drills Lake Producer 
With New Floating Platform 


Place Oil & Gas Company Limited, 
of Toronto, has drilled a gas well on 
the Canadian side of Lake Erie with 
Mr. Cliff, the company’s new mobile 
drilling platform. 

Place-Walpole No. 3, in the Sel- 
kirk area, tested at 925 mcf daily. It 
is a stepout to the discovery well 
Place-Walpole No. 1, made last year. 
The company announced that this 
year’s major development work will 
be on the 80-square-mile offshore 
block. 

In the Port Dover Area, Place- 
Dover No. 5 is drilling on an offset 
location to Place-Dover No. 3, one 
of four successful wells the company 
has in the area. The well is being 
drilled from a wooden platform con- 
structed on piling, and like the Wal- 
pole well is being drilled to test the 
Red Medina pay zones. 

Place-Gosfield No. 1, first explor- 
ation venture by the company in the 
western sector of the lake, is located 
approximately one mile offshore 
from Kingsville, Ontario, offsetting 
the Kingsville gas field. It is about 
one mile west of the Bluewater gas 
discovery of last season. 

Farther west, Place is constructing 
a platform for its Place-Colchester 
No. 1, the first well to be drilled on 
a 9400-acre tract offsetting the 
“Trenton oil find” of Imperial-Har- 
vest-Submarine. 

Place is employing cable tool drill- 
ing equipment on all four wells. 


Louisiana 


Phillips Farms Out Five 
Blocks To Tennessee Gas 


Tennessee Gas has acquired 21,081 
offshore acres from Phillips Petro- 
leum Company, in a farm out agree- 
ment that calls for the Houston-bas- 
ed firm to carry on an extensive pro- 
gram of exploration and develop- 
ment. 

Production has been established 
on two out of five blocks involved. 
There are three gas-condensate wells 
in the 8,750-acre Block 40 field, five 
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miles south of Calcasieu Pass in the 
West Cameron area, and two gas- 
condensate wells on the 4,831-acre 
Block 5 in the Timbalier Bay field 
off the coast of Lafourche Parish. 

A 2,500-acre lease comprising the 
north half of Block 77 in the Block 
76 field is offset by gas-condensate 
production on two sides, and is con- 
sidered semi-proven. The two re- 
maining leases comprise 2,500 acres 
each. One is the west half of Block 
215, Eugene Island area, and the oth- 
er is the south half of Block 86, 
South Timbalier area, and is 22 miles 
offshore. 
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Vermilion Channel To 
Gulf Has Been Approved 


ae of plans for the propos- 
ed deep water channel project in 
Vermillion parish, made by the divi- 
sion engineers at Vicksburg, Miss., is 
official. 

The channel outlet to the Gulf of 
Mexico will be 12 feet deep and 125 
feet wide, from the Intracoastal Can- 
al near Intracoastal City to the Gulf. 

District engineers at New Orleans 
estimate cost of construction will be 
$7,434,000, plus an additional $175 

(Continued on next page) 
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Louisiana... 

(Continued from preceding page) 
thousand by local interests for rights- 
of-way and spoil banks, etc. 

The channel project is approved 
to include locks 56 feet wide and 
600 feet long for control of salt wat- 
er intrusion. 


TGT Plans 10-in. Line to Move 
Gas from Eugene Island Area 


A 10-in. offshore gas pipeline has 
been planned by Tennessee Gas 





Transmission Company in the Eu- 
gene Island area of the Gulf of 
Mexico. 

The line will extend from a plat- 
form in Block 18 to another struc- 
ture in Block 5, Atchafalaya Bay 
area, a distance of about seven mi. 
From there it will be laid about seven 
more mi. to an onshore location 
about 16.6 mi. southwest of Patter- 
son, Louisiana. TGT’s application is 


now being considered by the Depart- 
ment of the Army. 








A Revolutionary New Technique 
Of Overwater Drilling! 


[ n water depths in excess of 100 feet, no 
system now in use can match the economy of 
Zapata's revolutionary new method of drilling 
from a floating vessel. Wherever you operate 


.. world wide . 


.. we can drill your leases 
in record time and at an impressive saving! 


MOBILE DRILLING BARGES — FLOATING DRILLING VESSELS 


LAPATA OFF-SHORE CO. 


HOUSTON, TEXAS 





CABLE—ZAPATA HOUSTON 


Phone CA 2-0395 
2218 First City Nat'l Bank Bldg. 
HOUSTON, TEXAS 


Phone EX-4001 
436 Nat'l Bank of Commerce 
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 
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Louisiana Proclaims '59 
Oil Centennial Year 


Louisiana has proclaimed 1959 as 
Oil Centennial Year, the week of Au- 
gust 23-29 as Oil Centennial Week, 
and the period of October 8-11 as 
Louisiana Gulf Coast Oil Exposition 
Week at Lafayette in connection 
with the oil show there. 


Persian Gulf 


Reading & Bates Rig On 
Location After Rough Trip 


Reading & Bates Offshore Drill- 
ing Company's pie sl panne ng C. E. 
Thornton has arrived on its first 
drilling location in the Persian Gulf, 
after a troublesome 11,500-mile voy- 
age from the Gulf of Mexico. Dur- 
ing a storm in the Mediterranean, 
two lines to the platform's tug were 
broken and it was adrift for 21/, days 
in rough seas. 

Outfitted on location, the 3,000- 
ton platform has spudded in its ini- 
tial well. The wildcat is reportedly in 
100 feet of water, 25 miles from 
shore in the Neutral Zone of the 
Persian Gulf in Safaniya field. The 
well is expected to be carried to a 
depth of 8,000 feet. 

he platform will be the first of 
any type to drill on a contract basis 
in that area of the world. The drill- 
ing venture represents combined ef- 
forts of the Tulsa firm and Interna- 
tional Drilling Har ip Reading & 
Bates will supply all equipment and 
some supervisory personnel, while 
IDC will manage the overall opera- 
tion. Signing the two companies was 
Arabian Oil Company, a —— 
firm with headquarters in Tokyo. 





Arabian American Board 
Of Directors Elects Two 


Shaikh Hafiz Wahba, Saudi Ara- 
bia’s ambassador-at-large to the Arab 
world, and Shaikh Abdallah H. Tari- 
ki, Saudi Arabia's director general of 
Petroleum and Mineral Affairs, have 
been elected to the board of directors 
of the Arabian American Oil Co. 

The new directors were added to 
the Aramco board in keeping with an 
agreement between the Saudi Arab 
government and the company that 
the government should have repre- 
sentation upon the board. 


Mobile Platform Launched, 
Replaces Storm-Wrecked Unit 


At the Gusto shipyard at Schie- 
dam, launching recently took place 
of the mobile drilling platform or- 
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dered by the Royal Dutch Shell 
group as a replacement for the one 
wrecked in a storm off Qatar in De- 
cember, 1956. 

It is expected that the tow out to 
the Persian Gulf will be commenced 
in August. 


Texas 


Continental Oil Acquires 
San Jacinto Petroleum 


Continental Oil Comapny and San 
Jacinto Petroleum Corp. have an- 
nounced closing of a transaction un- 
der which Conoco acquires two- 
thirds of San Jacinto’s common stock 
in exchange for 824,000 shares of 
Conoco stock. 

In addition to the two-thirds in- 
terest in San Jacinto, Continental 
had acquired approximately 10 per- 
cent of the San Jacinto stock from 
several large stockholders of the com- 
pany. San Jacinto will continue to 
operate as a separate corporation un- 
der present management. 


Tideland Rental Fees Must 
Be Paid Is State Ruling 


Leaseholders must pay rental on 
disputed areas off the coast of Texas, 
even though the state’s ownership of 
these areas remains undecided. 

The ruling was made by the state’s 
attorney general. Rental will be col- 
lected and held in escrow until the 
U.S. Supreme Court decides whether 
the state's boundary extends three or 
101/, miles into the Gulf of Mexico. 


Diversa, Inc. ls New Name 
For Dallas Based Company 


Diversa, Inc. is the new name for 
C. G. Glasscock-Tidelands Oil Com- 
pany of Dallas. 

Diversa, which has assumed the 


former operations of Glasscock and 
Murmanil Corporation, will operate 
12 offshore rigs on oil and gas prop- 
erties which it holds off the coasts 
of Louisiana and Texas. 


Transco Proposes Gas Line 


To Extend 8 Mi. Off Texas 


Transcontinental Gas Pipe Line 
Corporation plans to lay a 10.5-mi. 
10-in. pipeline in the Gulf of Mexico 
eight mi. south of Sabine Pass oft 
Jefferson County, Texas. 


The line will connect a platform 
in State Tract 10 with an onshore 
point in State Tract 5. 


TGT has also applied to the Army 
for permission to lay 16, 14, 10 and 
8-in. gas pipe lines beneath Gulf 
waters out to a distance of 41.1 mi. 
south of Morgan City, Louisiana. 
The proposed lines will connect 
wells in the South Pelto, Ship Shoal, 
and Eugene Island areas. Three dif- 
ferent laterals will converge at a 
16-in. line in Block 28 of the Ship 
Shoal area. a 


Russia 


Extensive Drilling Scheduled 
Near Caspian Opposite Baku 


In an effort to step up offshore 
oil production the Russians are giv- 
ing a great deal of attention to the 
coastal region of the Caspian Sea 
opposite Baku. 


Under a seven-year plan, the Turk- 
menian Republic has been assigned 
an 80 percent increase over the 1957 
capacity of 70,000 bbls. per day. 


An offshore trestle for drilling 
overwater wells is being constructed 
on the Cheleken Peninsula, which 
was an island before the water re- 
ceded in recent years. Russia has 
announced that the first section of 
the trestle has been completed. 
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Versatile new “Henry L” 


Inland Barge For 


Bopper as a marshland workover 
rig, the inland barge Henry L 
was altered after construction started 
to allow it to make original hole as 
well as do workovers. 

Built for the New Orleans produc- 
ing firm of Hawkins and Hawkins 
by Southern Shipbuilding Corpora- 
tion of Slidell, the Henry L has a 
submersible hull 176-ft. long by 38- 
ft. wide by 10-ft. deep. It is equipped 
with an Emsco Model ECC draw- 
works, PJ 271/,-in. rotary, and 138-ft. 
Ideco cantilever mast. 

BOP equipment . . . Blowout pre- 
venter equipment includes 10-in. and 
7-in. Cameron QRC Series 1500 pre- 
venters. A Payne accumulator is 
mounted on the derrick floor, but 
there is a remote control for the ac- 
cumulator on a catwalk at the op- 
posite end of the barge. 

Power . . . Perhaps the most_un- 
usual feature of the rig’s design is 
the unique plan devised by E. H. 
Wagner of Hawkins and Hawkins 
for installation of the main genera- 
tors. Wagner observed that if the 
two 300 kw dc generators were coup- 
led to each of the three main diesels 
in customary “tandem” fashion, a 
breakdown between diesel and first 
generator could put both generators 
out of service. 

The question arose in Wagner's 
mind, “Why not one generator on 
the stub end of the diesél drive-shaft 
and the other on the fly-wheel end ?” 
The result is a new and different 
hook-up with a generator on either 
end of the diesels. 


Other features . Henry L is 





Workover, Drilling 


equipped with three mud tanks, each 
with a capacity of 450 bbls. Mud 
pumps are FXQ 744 x 16. Return 
system includes a Rhumba shale 
shaker and Demco desander. The 
high pressure pump is an Emsco PS. 

Crew quarters are finished in ma- 
hogany panelling, and are air-condi- 
tioned and electrically heated. 

Installation of machinery and 
equipment was carried out under the 
supervision of W. V. “Dub”. Smith, 
veteran drilling superintendent now 
associated with Hawkins and Haw- 
kins. 





H. Lloyd Hawkins, left, and E. H. 
“Ed” Wagner look over the new Haw- 
kins and Hawkins drilling-workover 
barge HENRY L. 
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Mobile Units, Tenders, 
And Self-Contained Platforms 
Gulf Coast Area 


OWNER 


Barnwell Offshore, Inc. 
Self-elevating 
176’ x 176’ x 152’ with 
three 145’ legs 


Blue Water Drilling Corp. 
Submersible 


The California Company 
Submersible 
11’ x 90’ x 156’ with four 
3’ x 10’ x 35’ pontoons 


The California Company 
Submersible 
12’ x 90’ x 190’, with four 
4 x 24’ x 50’ pontoons 


Coastal-Marine Drilling and 
Construction Corp. 
Submersible 


Continental Marine 
Exploration Co. 
Submersible 
230’ x 99 with 54’ 
between fixed hulls 


Coral Drilling Company 
Submersible 
180’ x 151’ x 84' with 
four pontoons 


Deepwater Exploration Co. 
Self-elevating 
overall 121’ x 118 


Delta Marine Drilling Co. 
Submersible 


Dixilyn Drilling Corp. 
Self-elevating 
194 x 152’ overall. 
Three 175’ legs 


Gulf Marine Drilling, Inc. 
Submersible 


Kerr-McGee Oil Ind., Inc. 
Submersible 
13’ x 54’ x 160’ with two 
13’ x 14’ x 110’ pontoons 


Kerr-McGee Oil Ind., Inc. 
Submersible 
13/2’ x 72’ x 140’ with two 
13'/2’ x 1342’ x 140’ 
pontoons 


Kerr-McGee Oil Ind., Inc. 
Submersible 


142’ x 69 x 136’, with two 


10’ x II’ x 146’ pontoons 


Kerr-McGee Oil Ind., Inc. 
Submersible 


Kerr-McGee Oil Ind., Inc. 
Submersible 


Louisiana-Delta Offshore 
rp. 
Submersible 
180’ x 151’ x 12’ 
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NAME 


"Mister Cap" 
to 100’ 


Rig No. | 70 


S-45 


S-55 


Coastal Mariner 
Ns. 2 


"M &H_ To 30’ 
Drilling 
Platform 
No. 12" 
“Mr. Arthur" 
‘© 70’ 
"Deepwater 
No. 2" 
"Chris To 35’ 
Zeppa" 
“Julie Ann" 
To 105’ 
Rig No. | 22’ 
Rig 40 to 22’ 
Rig 44 To 40’ 
Rig 45 To 35’ 
Rig 46 To 70’ 
Rig 47 To 70’ 
Drill To 65’ 
Barge 
Louisiana 


WATER 
DEPTH 


PRESENT STATUS 


Drilling for Sinclair-Sohio, 
Block 190, Eugene Island 


Drilling for Shell Oil Co., 
Block 128, Eugene Island 
Area 


Main Pass, Louisiana, 


Rowan Drilling Co. 


Bay Marchand, Louisiana, 
Noble Drilling Co. 


Completed well in Car- 
ancahua Bay. Now idle 


Tidewater's 
128A 


State Tract 


Bay Marchand, California 
Co. 


Completely salvaged unit 
at LeTourneau, Vicksburg 
yard 


Drilling for Gulf Oil Corp. 
Block 24, West Delta 


Drilling for Shell Oil Co. 
Block 189, Eugene Island 
Area 


Drilling for Gulf Oil Corp. 
ag 24, West Delta, Weil 
°. 


Vermilion Bay. Waiting on 
Location 


Drilling for self et al, 
Block 28, Ship Shoal Area 


Drilling for Gulf Oil Corp., 
Key West, Florida 


Drilling for Gulf Oil 
Corp., Block 21, South 
Timbalier Area 


Drilling for Humble Oil & 
Refining Co., So, Timbalier 


Drilling for Shelli Oil Co. 
East Bay 
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LOSS PREVE 


SOUTHERN MARINE 


& AVIATION UNDERWRITERS, INC. 
610 Poydras Street, TUlane 5266, New Orleans 12 














SERVICE 


The industry's finest, 
built into offshore 
oil insurance 


Southern Marine’s experienced 
loss prevention engineers con- 
stantly work with assureds and 
their employees to eliminate pos- 
sible losses and resultant down- 
time of equipment. But should 
a loss occur, these technicians 
work just as diligently to quickly 
put your equipment back to 
work, earning income for you. 
Ask those who have used our 
Loss Prevention service how well 
it works. 


Southern Marine’s superior serv- 
ice, facilities and capacity cost 
no more—there is no charge for 
loss prevention service. Have 
your insurance representative 
talk with us before placing your 
offshore oil insurance. 
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WATER 


OWNER 7 NAME DEPTH PRESENT STATUS 
Louisiana-Delta Offshore Drill To 25’ Drilling for Shell Eugene 
AN EXPERIENCED OFFICE FOR THE a Barge Island Area 
156’ x 90’ 
OFFSHORE DRILLING CONTRACTOR 
Magnolia Petroleum Co. Rig 52 Drilling in Cote Blanche 


Bay, St. Mary Parish 


Movible Offshore Co. Movible No. 3 Drilling for John W. 
Submersible To 45’ Mecom, Block 45, West 
200’ x 146’ x 67’ Cameron Area 
Movible Offshore Co. “Movible To 80’ Drilling for Texaco, Block 
IN S U RAN Cc EA G E N Cc Y , IN C . Submersible No. 2" 119, Eugene Island Area 
201’ x 211’ x 110’ 
NEW ORLEANS Noble Barge Co. “Lloyd Noble Being built at Avondale 
cas S-66"" To 100’ Marine Ways 
, x , 


Drilling for CIMA, Gulf of 


Ocean Drilling & Exploration ‘El Dorado" 
To 70’ Campeche, Mexico 


Company 
Submersible 
200’ x 300’ x 98’ 


Ocean Drilling & Exploration ‘'Mr. Charlie" Drilling for Texaco, Block 


Company 40’ 17, Eugene Island Area 
Submersible 


132’ x 220’ x 58’ 


Ocean Drilling & Exploration “John 30’ Drilling for California Co., 
Company Hayward" Block 93, Eugene Island 
Submersible Area 


120’ x 180’ x 49’ 


Ocean Drilling & Exploration ‘'Margaret" Drilling for Shell Oil Co., 
Company To 60’ Block 27, South Pass Area 
Submersible 
200’ x 300’ x 93’ 





827 PERDIDO ST. JA 5-701) Ocean Drilling & Exploration ‘St. Louis" Drilling for Midwest Oil 
Company Corp., Block 90, Eugene Is- 
Submersible land Area 


120’ x 180’ x 50’ 


WwW 7 The Offshore Company Mobile Unit Bayou Bouef, Louisiana 
Self-elevating No. 51 
8'/2’ x 70’ x 203’ with 


twelve 6’ dia. caissons 


NYLON and DACRON * ROPE The Offshore Company Mobile Unit Modification Orange, 


Selt-elevating No. 52 Texas 
13/4’ x 117’ x 220’ with 


PLIED YARN CONSTRUCTION in Pe 


The Offshore Company Mobile Unit Drilling for J. Ray McDer- 


PRE-SHRUNK FOR COMPLETE STABILIZATION | “‘S*rsis‘ue ww Eee, Best 
“STABILIZED” UNDER PATENT NO. 2,343,892 





™ Gebers Company am oe —s ~, Sane, ae 
elf-elevating : °. an Am., Eugene Islan 
FITLER “STABILIZED” STALONg NYLON for ight Lf a, a somes 

end to end towing and mooring, permits sub- ~ 

stitutions of smaller sizes and lighter weight lines The Offshore Company Mobile Unit Trinidad 

with more tensile strength. Will withstand unusually | ag, takes 

high shock loads especially in heavy seas. Saves you eight 12’ dia. towers 

many towing hours by not having to slow down to 

keep the line steady. Peeeed See Company Rig 50 44’ Eugene Island Area 
FITLER “STABILIZED” STALONg DACRON* rebel 

for alongside os and mooring. Similar to Fitler Penred Grilling Compeny lg BI To 18 “Grand Iolo Aves 

nylon line for flexibility, better gripping power over one 


capstan and bitts. 


Visit Our Exhibit No. 4 Texas Drive Th i 100’ & Island A 
England, Krpec and Hamscher in Attendance PS ee ies er 


THE EDWIN H. FITLER CO. 


198 x 174’ 
Est. 1804 
PHILADELPHIA 24, PA. 


*DuPont-Polyester Fiber Reading Sates Offshore 'S < Thorsten’, Persian Gulf 
rilling mpany ° 
Self-elevating 


32 OFFSHORE 


Placid Oil Co. Petre! To 100’ Eugene Island Area 
Twin submersible hulls, 
each 72’ x 178’ 
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OWNER 


Rimrock Tidelands, Inc. 
Submersible 


Sea Drilling Corp. 
Submersible 


Southeastern Drilling Corp. 
Submersible 
11’ x 90’ x 156’ with four 
pontoons 


Tidelands Drilling Co. 
Self-elevating Deck 258’ 
x 104’, pad 200’ x 180’ 
with four 10’ dia. columns 


Union Producing Co. 
Submersible 
160’ x 190’ 


Universal Drilling Company 
Self-elevating 


Zapata Off-Shore Company 
Self-elevating. 194’ x 152’ 
overall. Three 145’ legs 


Zapata Off-Shore Company 
Self-elevating 20’ x 80’ x 
140’, with three triangular 
legs 


WATER 
NAME DEPTH PRESENT STATUS 


*Rimtide" 35' East Cameron Area, Block 
17 


“Seadrill 2°* 30’ Block 13, Vermilion Area 


Rig 22, Barge 8 Drilling for Kerr-McGee, 


Block 35, Ship Shoal area 


“Mr. Gus II" Drilling for CATC 
45’ Grand Isle, Block 40 
Barge A To 76' On location in Block 116, 
Eugene Island Area 
“Mr. To 130’ Being outfitted in New 
Louie" Orleans 


“Vinegar- To 80’ Block 77, Vermilion 
roon" 


"Scorpion" S/L 3535, Well No. 1, Block 


17, East Cameron 


Drilling Tenders 


An-Son Offshore Drilling Co. 


The California Company 
Converted LST, 328” x 50’ 


The California Company 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 


“Carl B. Drilling jor CATC 

Anderson" 

S-21 25’ Bay Marchand, Louisiana, 
Noble Drilfing Co. 

$-22 49’ Bay Marchand, Louisiana, 


Loffland Brothers 





WUlaahette cits 


AMERICA’S LEADING OPEN-END WASHER 


OPERATING COSTS 60 DOWN! 


On the job laundry saves 
time — increases useage 
efficiency. 


Vlzshette. 


BY COOK 












is ideal for... 

© Factories 

© Industrial Plants 

© Offshore drilling rigs 

® Construction Camps 

© Tankers, Barges 

© Field Camps 

© Anywhere laundry must be 
done efficiently, 
economically. 

Washette is completely flexible, fits 

varied and complex laundry condi- 

tions, easy to use, simplified con- 

trols. If you have a special laundry 

problem, write us—NO OBLIGATION. 

AVAILABLE IN AC-DC 


APPROVED 


Write for FREE brochure 4 


48-Hour Shir t on all Standard Models 


Caak Machinery Co. Lie 


4301 S. Fitzhugh Ave. Dallas 10, Texas 














86’ MIV SEA EXPLORER 


AT WORK FOR 


This is Tideland's Work Boat operating 
in Gulf of Mexico fully stocked with equip- 


TIDELAND SPECIALTY CO., INC. 


ment and parts for maintenance—service 


AIDS TO NAVIGATION 


TIDELAND 


SPECIALTY CO., INC. 


7711. BOWIE WAlnut 8-5126 HOUSTON 12, TEXAS 
(For New Orleans call FOrest 1-1721) 






to obstruction lights and fog signals of 
every design and manufacture. Tideland 
service crews are highly capable with many 


years’ experience in this line of work. 


Call us for emergency trips—or contract 


service. 
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For EVERY oil insurance 
need... 














¢ OIL FIELD 

¢e INDUSTRIAL 

eMARINE <>. 
A 9 


Protective 
Coatings and 


Services 


BRUTEM EPOXY AND 
POLYESTER RESINS — 
SKID PROOFING—KITS 
FIBERGLAS REINFORCING 





Lion Nokorode 
Mastics and Rust 
Preventatives 


INDUSTRIAL WATERPROOFING CO. 


1139 GLENLEIGH DRIVE © HOUSTON 24, TEXAS 
3936 BALDWIN BLVD. * CORPUS CHRISTI, TEXAS 
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OWNER 


The California Company 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 


The California Company 
LST, 328’ x 50’ 


The California Company 
LST, 328’ x 50’ 


The Saierde pnp 
LST, 328’ x 


Coastal-Marine Drilling and 
Construction Corp. 
New tender, 272’ x 56’ 


CATC Group 
New tender, 260’ x 54’ 


CATC Group 
New tender, 260’ x 54’ 


CATC Group 
New tender, 260’ x 54’ 


CATC Group 
New tender, 260’ x 54’ 


Deepwater Exploration Co. 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 


Delta Marine Drilling Co. 
Converted LST, 326’ x 50’ 


Gulf Oil Corporation 
New tender 


Gulf Oil Corporation 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 


Gulf Oil Corporation 
New tender, 272’ x 60’ 


Humble Oi! & Refining Co. 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 


Humble Oil & Refining Co. 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 


Humble Oil & Refining Co. 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 


Humble Oil & Refining Co. 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 


Humble Oil & Refining Co. 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 


‘ 


Humble Oil & Refining Co. 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 


Humble Oil & Refining Co. 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 


Humble Oil & Refining Co. 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 


Humble Oil & Refining Co. 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 


Humble Oil & Refining Co. 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 


Humble Oil & Refining Co. 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 


Humble Oil & Refining Co. 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 


Kerr-McGee Oil Ind. Inc. 
New Tender, 250’ x 50’ 


Kerr-McGee Oil Ind. Inc. 
New Tender, 250’ x 50’ 


Kerr-McGee Oil Ind., Inc. 
Converted YF, 260’ x 48’ 


Liano Drilling Company 
New tender, 260’ x 54’ 


Magnolia Petroleum Co. 
Converted YF 


WATER 
NAME DEPTH 
$-23 
$-24 37’ 
$-25 
S$-26 


Howard S. Cole 
Jr. Coastal- 
Mariner No. | 


"J. C. Craig’ 90’ 

“Carle Sharp" 
101’ 

“Ernie Miller" 


"Jack 
Cleverley" 


"Deepwater 
No.1" 

“Joseph 
Zeppa" 


"Dolphin" 


“Eagle” 
Pelican" 
ST-1 

ST-2 

ST-3 

ST-4 

ST-5 


ST-6 


ST-9 

ST-10 

ST-I1 

ST-12 
“Kermac II" 


Rig 43 


""Kermac III" 
ig 

“Frank Phillips" 
Rig 39 


"Clayton G. 
Dorn" 


“Gulf Coast 
Barge No. 2" 





PRESENT STATUS 


Being mothballed 


Bay Marchand, Louisiana, 
Noble Drilling Co. 


Bay Marchand, Louisiana 


Loffland Bros. 


Standby. Venice, Louisiana. 
Loffland Bros. rig 


Sold to Pan American In- 
ternational for use in 
Persian Gulf 


Eugene Island, Block 208 
Ship Shoal, Block 199 
West Delta, Block 45 
Drydock 

Block 174, Ship Shoal area 


Stacked 


Completed placed in moth 
ball fleet at Orange, Tex., 
engines pickled, and rig 
stacked 


Rig stacked at 


Morgan 
City, Louisiana 


Block 130, S. Timbalier 
area, Salt Dome Prod. Co. 
Standing by 
Standing by 
Standing by 


Standing by 


At Orange, 
storage 


Texas for 


Standing by 


Standing by 


Standing by 
Standing by 
Standing by 
Standing by 


"Q" Platform in West Del- 
ta, Block 30 field 


Waiting on location 


Drilling for CATC Block 


124, Vermilion 


Waiting on location 


Under bareboat charter 
to Reading & Bates Off- 
shore Drilling Co. 


Out of Service 


OFFSHORE 


OWNER NAME 
MCN Group MDT-! 
Converted YF 
MCN Group MDT-2 
Converted YF 
MCN Group MDT-3 
Converted YF 
MCN Group MDT-4 
Converted YF 
MCN Group MDT-5 
Converted YF 
MCN Group MDT-6 
Converted YF 
MCN Group MDT-7 


Converted YF 


Pan American Petroleum 
Carp. 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 


“Pan American 
50"" 


WATER 


DEPTH PRESENT STATUS 


Block 139, Eugene Island 
Area, Well E-1 drilling 
Out of Service 

Out of Service 

Out of Service 

Out of Service 

Out of Service 


Out of Service 


Orange, Texas 


Phillips Petroleum Company "K. S. Adams" Sold to be converted to 
Converted YF, 260’ x 48’ Rig 40 pipe laying barge 

Reading & Bates Offshore "J. W. Bates" Persian Gulf 

Drilling Company 

Reading & Bates Offshore "George M. Drilling in Block 120, Ver- 

Drilling Company Reading 71’ milion Area for CATC 

Reading & Bates Offshore "J. C. Craig” Drilling in Block 208 Eu- 
Drilling Company gene Island Area for CATC 

Reading & Bates Offshore "Clayton Drilling in Block 208, 
Drilling Company G. Dorn" Eugene Island Area for 

CATC 

Southeastern Drilling Corp. Rig 12 Shut down, Industrial 
Converted YF Barge ? Canal, New Orleans 

Zapata Off-Shore Company ‘'Nola No. I" Drilling in Block 84, W. 
Floating drill barge Delta Area 


Self-Contained Platforms 


DESCRIP- 

COMPANY TION 
CATC Group 110’ x 146’ 
CATC Group 110’ x 146’ 
Gulf Marine Drilling, Inc. 

Rig #2 
Gulf Oil Corporation 40’ x 100’ 
Humble Oil & Refg. Co. 78’ x 200’ 

Rig #50 
Humble Oil & Refg. Co. 

Rig 754 
Mecom Petroleums 82’ x 193’ 
Phillips Petroleum Co. 85’ x 140’ 
Phillips Petroleum Co. 88/97" x 140’ 
Phillips Petroleum Co. 88/9’ x 140’ 
Phillips Petroleum Co. 88/97 x 140’ 
Phillips Petroleum Co. 88/9’ x 140’ 
Pure Oil Company + 328’ x 50’ 

Converted LST 
Pure Oil Company 52’ x 106 with 

51’ x 82’ pipe rack 

Shell Oil Company 55’ x 110’ 
Sinclair Oil & Gas Co. 118’ x 142’ 
Sinclair Oil & Gas Co. 118’ x 142’ 


Sinclair Oil & Gas Co. 80’ x 180’ 


The Superior Oil Co. 96’ x 225’ 


Union Oil Co. of California 
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YEAR WATER 

BUILT LOCATION DEPTH 

1956 Block 45, West Delta 50’ 

1957. Block 47, Grand Isle 88’ 
Bayou Bouef, awaiting loca- 
tion 

1957 Rig Stacked at Morgan 
City, La. 

1956 Block 16 Field, ''L'’ Platform, 50° 
Grand Isle Area 

1958 ‘'O"' Platform, West Delta Block 
30 field 

1948 Rig removed from platform 34’ 

1955 Block 184, Eugene Island 84’ 
Area, vacated, platform remains 

1955 Block 129-A, Eugene Island 52’ 
Area, platform inactive 

1956 Block 172, Eugene Island 77’ 
Area, vacated platform 

1956 Block 191, Eugene Island BI’ 
Area, platform inactive 

1957 Block 129, Eugene Island 57’ 
Area, platform inactive 

1958 Orange, Texas 

1957 Well completed, rig re- 72’ 
moved 

1958 Block 176, Eugene Island 86’ 
Area, Platform inactive 

1957 Block 175, Eugene Island 85’ 
area (wells shut in) 
In storage at McDermott Bayou 
Bouef yard 

1955 Block 15, South Tim- al 
bailer Area, Platform on Produc- 
tion 

1958 Drilling B-3, Block 76, Vermilion 


Area 


B-1, Block 76, Vermillion Area, 
Southeastern Drilling Corp., Rig 
7 











Exclusive Distributor 
for 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama 


BALDT ANCHORS 
& CHAIN 


Large Spot Stocks of Chain, 
Anchors, Connecting Links, 


Swivels, Chain Stoppers. 


Largest Gulf Stock of wire 


rope, shackles, turnbuckles. 


| i Life saving equipment. 


DREYFUS SUPPLY AND 
MACHINERY CORP. 


2122 Kentucky Street 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


NIGHT AND DAY SERVICE 
Call: WHitehall 4-3367-8-9 











1ELD PROVEN METHODS 
FFER LARGE COST SAVINGS 


IN EXPLORATION AND 
DEVELOPMENT OF 
MSUBMERGED LANDS 


Write F 


GLOBAL MARINE 

EXPLORATION CO 
7650 SO. GRAND AVE 
LOS ANGELES 17, CALIF 


R. F. BAUER. President 
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Use of Continuous Seismic Profiler In 
Offshore Exploration And Engineering 


By C. B. OFFICER, President, and J. H. WEBER, Geophysicist 


Marine Geophysical Services Company 


Houston, Texas 


he Continuous Seismic Profiler 

ape was developed for 
scientific and academic purposes at 
the Woods Hole Oceanographic In- 
stitution by J. B. Hersey and S. T. 
Knott. Further developments were 
contributed by W. C. Beckmann 
and others at Lamont Geological Ob- 
servatory. It has been licensed ex- 
clusively for commercial work to 
Marine Geophysical Services Co., 
Houston, Texas. 


For the past year this device has 
been acclimated with a high degree 
of success to the various problems 
encountered in marine engineering 
and petroleum exploration. 


Its operation is similar to that of 
an echo sounder (fathometer) in 
that it is a continuous recording de- 
vice. The big difference is the sound 
source and consequently the amount 


of penetration obtained. Whereas an 
echo sounder emits a high frequency 
“ping”, the Sparker emits a much 
louder and lower. frequency “bang”. 
This “bang” is initiated by a 12,000 
volt spark, discharged in the water. 
The sound spectrum of this discharge 
is similar to that of a small blasting 
cap, both in total energy and in fre- 
quency distribution. 


This spark is produced by the use 
of a large vats ate rectifier tube, 
and condensers. The condensers are 
charged and then discharged by a 
triggering mechanism through the 
electrode gap into the water. 


Operation . . . The receiving-re- 
cording unit consists of a signal de- 
tector (hydrophone) towed astern of 
the boat. From the hydrophone, the 
signals received go to a preamplifier, 


«2000 FT=-—"> 


band pass filter, a recorder ampli- 
fier and finally to a high speed, high 
resolution facsimile recorder. The 
facsimile recorder transcribes the 
signals onto a sensitized paper and 
forms the record. 


The entire equipment is essential- 
ly portable, weighing approximately 
800 pounds. No special handling 
equipment is necessary, and the only 
requisite for the survey boat is that 
it be seaworthy for the particular 
area of operation. The survey crew 
consists of only two men. The equip- 
ment can be installed on the survey 
boat and be ready for operation in 
less than three hours. 


Primary uses . . . There have been 
two primary uses for the Sparker: 1) 
It may be used to delineate subsur- 
face structures related to petroleum 
































FEET 


IN 


west 
7 











H1ld3d 


NI 








DEPTH 


1334 




















FIGURE 1—Sparker profile across a broad anticline in the Persian Gulf. The two records overlap at Section A. 
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FIGURE 2—Survey and borings at Eugene Island Block 176, off the coast of Louisiana. 


accumulations. It has been used for 
this purpose to date in several differ- 
ent areas including offshore Texas, 
Louisiana, California and Alaska in 
the U. S.; offshore British Columbia 
and in Lake Erie in Canada; off the 
west coast of South America; off the 
west coast of Africa; offshore Japan; 
and in the Persian Gulf. 2) It may 
be used to solve many marine 
engineering problems. Foundation 
studies for drilling platforms, pipe 
lines, bridges, dams, piers, tunnels, 
breakwaters and channel excavations 
are examples of its uses in this field. 
A number of such surveys have been 
made along the east and Gulf coasts 
of the U. S. and in eastern Canada 
and in the Persian Gulf and the 
English Channel. The English Chan- 
nel survey was done in collaboration 
with Alpine Geophysical Asso- 
ciates, a group of people from La- 
mont Geological Observatory. This 
survey, which is presently underway, 
is for the purpose of investigating 
and determining the subsurface geo- 
logic conditions beneath the area be- 
ing considered for the proposed 
channel tunnel to connect England 
and France. 

Surveys in both these categories 
can be done quickly and easily. 
For petroleum exploration purposes, 
maximum depth of penetration is 
usually the most important consid- 
eration. Such depths are of the order 
of 600-1000 feet beneath the bot- 
tom. For foundation purposes great- 
er detail in the upper 100 to 200 
feet of material beneath the bottom 
is usually more important. In either 
case the record produced is essential- 
ly a geological cross section beneath 
the survey ship's track. The horizontal 
scale is essentially a horizontal distance 
scale and the vertical scale a vertical 
travel time (depth) scale. 

Examples . . . Figure 1 is an ex- 
ample of a record taken for petro- 
leum exploration purposes. Figures 
2 and 3 are examples of records tak- 
en for marine engineering purposes. 
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Figure 1 is a reproduction of a rec- 
ord taken in the Persian Gulf. It 
shows a characteristic Persian Gulf 
structure of a rather broad, gentle 
anticline. The record has been cut for 
presentation, the left hand end of 
the lower record attaching to the 
right hand end of the upper record. 

Figure 2 is a record adjacent to a 
soil boring at Eugene Island Block 
176, offshort Louisiana. The hori- 
zontal coordinate is horizontal dis- 
tance and the vertical coordinate, 
vertical depth. Note the direct ar- 
rival at 12 feet, the bottom reflection 
at 80 feet, and the two strong sub- 
bottom reflections at 160 feet and 
200 feet respectively. The first sub- 
bottom reflection correlates with the 
discontinuity between the soft clay 
and the stiff silty clay. The second 
subbottom reflection correlates with 
the sand lens within the stiff silty 
clay. In addition there is a weak 
third subbottom reflection at 270 
feet, which correlates with the silty 
sand lens. The first subbottom re- 
flection rises gradually from right to 
left. The second and third subbot- 





tom reflections also rise from right 
to left, but more irregularly. (The 
tops of the reflections should be read 
to correlate with the boring depths; 
the ripple on each reflection is due 
to the ocean surface waves at the 
time of the survey. 


Lake Erie . . . Figure 3 is a Sparker 
record from Lake Erie. Note the di- 
rect arrival at 8 feet, the bottom re- 
flection at 36 feet, and the basement 
reflection at 70 to 80 feet. The ma- 
terial between the lake bottom and 
the basement is glacial drift, a poorly 
sorted, generally coarse grained sedi- 
ment. The basement in this area is 
the Detroit River Limestone of De- 
vonian Age. 

The Sparker has proven to be a 
useful new tool for marine explora- 
tion and engineering. It offers both 
a separate and unique method of con- 
tinuous surveying and a supplement 
to conventional surveying techniques. 
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FIGURE 3—Survey on Lake Erie near Port Dover, Ontario, Canada. 
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PROFESSIONAL 








1200 St. Charles Ave. MA 5281 New Orleans, La. a comsuetanon 
BEDELL & NELSON ENGINEERS 
Incorporated Arthur D. Darden 


DESIGN — SUPERVISION — REPORTS 


Bridges, Docks, Buildings, Foundations, Marine Structures 
Power Plants, Roads and Railroads, Shops, Utilities 





505 CIVIC CENTER BUILDING 
AL ARCHITECT 5 
AND MARINE ENGINEER NEW ORLEANS 12, LOUISIANA 














L. K. HOMYER marine consultant 


503 THIRTY-SECOND STREET, NEWPORT BEACH CALIFORNIA 
ORiole 3-7353 











es e - 
Eustis Engineering Company 
Consulting Foundation Engineers 
Borings — Test — Analyses 
for Offshore Structures 
3635 Airline Highway VE-5-8476 Metairie, Louisiana 








INSIDIOUS SCOUR 


analysis & mitigation via patent insulators 
CUNNINGHAM ENGINEERING COMPANY 


4796 Port Arthur Hwy. Beaumont, Texas 











HOUSTON . 
GALVESTON } Dickinson 8-3401 


NEW ORLEANS: WHitehall 9-2713 
THOMAS L. STANLEY, JR. 
Consulting Marine Engineer 
S$ VEYOR — APPRAISER 
LOSS PREVENTION — CLAIM INVESTIGATION 


Cable: “STANTEX” 3722 BA¥OU CIRCLE 
Galveston Dickinson, Texas 








ROBERT H. MACY 


Naval Architect and Marine Engineer 


Designs Estimates 
Reports Consultation 


Specializing in Work Boats and 
Floating Equipment for Offshore Drilling 


Phone SOuth 2-5667 P. O. Box 711 
Pascagoula, Mississippi 








Investigate our hydrotaxis tripod. If you are interested in automaton of tower location 


moves for up to 500% less cost than any known on or offshore operations. 


JACK CASEY 


Hydronamic Design Engineering 


PHO. 1078 MERMENTAU, LA. P. O. BOX 175 











Geer Studio, Inc. 


INDUSTRIAL 
PHOTOGRAPHY 


We specialize in pictures 
for the oil industry — oil 
rigs, equipment and boats. 
Aerial photography, color 
and !6-mm. motion pic- 
tures. 


Call Jack Beech 





JA 2-7419 











709 Royal Street 
New Orleans 16, La. 














THE PHOTO MART, INCORPORATED 


Jesse T. Grice 
Photographer 





COMMERCIAL @ AERIAL 
INDUSTRIAL 


owner of the world’s 
largest collection of 
OFFSHORE RIG 
PHOTOGRAPHS 
COLOR—BLACK & WHITE 
914 7th St. 


MORGAN CITY, LOUISIANA 
Phone 5403 
% P. O. Box 863 


‘Pictures Tell The Story — May We Show You”’ 
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KANG AAAA 


FLAD’S CAISSON is shown laying a pipeline underwater with a section of pipe suspended from the ceiling by chains 
attached to sheaves. Notice the special shield S, which moves inside the pipe to prevent loss of compressed air from 


the chamber. 


Patent No. 303,830 


e Lreverilor 
fg bad, 


‘P8BI ‘BIT Sny poyueyeg & 





Portable Underwater Caisson 


This 19th century design was for a pressurized caission 


that would lay pipelines under the sea like a submarine oF 


= idea of carrying on under- 
water pipeline work through 
an evacuated caisson dates back to 
at least 1884. 


For it was on this date that a 
patent was issued to Henry Flad of 
St. Louis, Missouri, for a “Portable 
Caisson for Use in Building Sub- 
aqueous Structures.” 


Flad described the invention as a 
ortable caisson with a central cham- 
es at the bottom from which the 
water was expelled by compressed 
air. In this chamber, operations were 
carried on, and the caisson was con- 
structed so that it could be readily 
moved to another section as in the 
case of submarine pipeline opera- 
tions. 


Construction . . . The interior of 
the caisson is divided into two cham- 
bers by a transverse partition and 
sliding doors or gates. These doors 
may be closed or opened to form 
either two compartments or one larg- 
er space, but they must be air tight 
and able to move inside their ways 
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without loss of air pressure. 

Sides and stationary end of the 
working compartment are formed of 
inner and outer walls, leaving a 
chamber between, which is in turn 
subdivided into smaller compart- 


ments by transverse partitions. The 
compartments are decked over by 
ceiling plates. 

If the caisson is a large one, a 


* 3 wind * 


second deck or cover may be needed 
about two feet above the first. The 
chambers have bottoms which slope 
downward away from the inside wall 
forming chisel shaped cutting edges 
a little outside the exterior wall. 

Walls, partitions and roofing are 
made of sheet metal and secured in 
place by I-beams. 

At the top of the submarine cais- 





FIG. 6: Longitudinal view of the special shield for closing a pipe while it is 
being laid. FIG. 7:Front view of the same device. 
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DANTZLER BOAT AND BARGE CORPORATION 





WE CAN FURNISH THE BEST IN 


» Exploration Boats 
» Production Boats 
» Crew Boats 


Please Contact: 


For Domestic or Foreign Operations — 


DANTZLER BOAT and BARGE CORPORATION 


P. O. BOX 377 
Pascagoula, Mississippi 








Phone SO 2-4611 CABLE “DANTZLER” 














NAME 
ADDRESS. 
COMPANY. 


DEPENDABILITY 
OFFSHORE 


PROTECTION AGAINST COSTLY SHUT-DOWNS 
DUE TO COMPRESSED AIR OR GAS FAILURE OR 
WATER AND SALT SATURATED FUEL AND LUBE OIL 


More important than in land based equipment is the word "DEPENDABILITY". 
Costly shut-downs are serious enough on land, but offshore they take on 
added meaning, costwise. Equipment failure seriously affects contract deadlines. 


Briggs has ready for you two information packed booklets that show you how 
to whip compressed air or gas failure .. . how to solve the problems of 
lube and fuel oil contamination. it 


WRITE FOR YOUR PERSONAL COPIES TODAY . . . no cost and no obliga- 


tion. 


oovcr, 


* yy 
fsSeaanct 


OIL FILTERS 
COMPRESSED AIR/GAS FILTERS 
HYDRAULIC FLUID FILTERS 
FILTER /SEPARATORS 


THE BRIGGS FILTRATION CO. WASHINGTON 16, D.C. Dept. 303 
Send the two booklets mentioned, no cost. . 
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son, manholes with airlocks permit 


* workmen to enter and materials to 


be brought in. Materials are brought 
into the chamber by a dumb-waiter 
and lifted by differential pulleys 
onto a hook in whatever position 
required. 

This supporting arrangement for 
pipe or other material during con- 
struction is formed in the following 
manner: Longitudinal beams sus- 
pended from the ceiling provide 
ways on which a cross bar equipped 
with rollers or sheaves moves along 
on the beams carrying the pipe joint 
from one end of the chamber to the 
other. 


Submerging . . . Floated to loca- 
tion, the caisson is submerged by 
opening the valves which can be 
seen in the drawing just above and 
below the suspended section of pipe. 
Upper chambers may also be flooded. 
It is necessary to place enough 
weight upon the chamber to counter- 
act buoyancy force of the compressed 
air which is forced into the working 
chamber once the caisson has settled 
securely upon the bottom. 

An air compressor forces air into 
this central chamber until the water 
is expelled and workmen can enter. 
In lowering the — care must 
be taken to have the outer wall em- 
brace the end of the pipe. 


In the outer chamber, workmen 
pack sand bags and other material 
around the opening between the sec- 
tion of pipe and the edges of the 
opening until the outward flow of 
air stops and the chamber is filled 
with air. 

Laying pipelines . . . When the 
caisson is used for laying pipe, the 
open end of the pipe must be 
stopped up with a shield or pipe 
stopper shown in Figs 6 and 7, to 
“segense air escaping from the cham- 
er through the pipe. 

This shield is made up of -two 
parallel disks connected by braces. 
The disks are smaller than the pipe 
so that they may be drawn ile it 
by a traction chain. On the front 
face of the outer disk there is at- 
tached flexible material which fits 
snugly against the pipe to prevent 
escape of air. 

Each time a new joint of pipe is 
added to the string, the shield is 
drawn forward toward the outer end 
of the pipe by a chain which has 
been previously run through the pipe 
and attached to the outer edge of 
the shield by a catch. 

Perhaps Flad’s idea sounded a 
little far fetched in his day, but 
grant it the ingenuity of modern 
jet-age oil engineers and who knows 
what the results might be. 
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Offshore .... 


Major discovery 


EXPLORATION 





Pauley Pan American Reports 


Strike In Gulf Of Campeche 


Odeco's EL DORADO drills Mexico test in 43-ft. 


of water one mile offshore from State of Tobasco 


ro of a major Mexican off- 
shore oil field has been reported 


by Pauley Pan American Petroleum 
Co. 


The well, drilled by Ocean Drill- 
ing & Exploration Company’s mam- 
moth mobile platform El Dorado, is 
in 43-ft. of water about one mile off 
the coast of Tobasco in the Gulf of 
Campeche. 


Odeco, which has been active in 
the area for some time, has drilled 
a total of nine holes in the Gulf of 
Campeche—five of them producers, 
and four dusters. The New Orleans 


ad 


DIXILYN DRILLING CORPORATION’S JUILE ANN sits on location 50 


concern had carried an interest in 
previous wells, but drilled the latest 
on a contract basis. 


The 239 Santa Anna reached a to- 
tal depth of 10,000-ft., encountering 
several Miocene sands below 7,000- 
ft. One of the upper zones is report- 
ed to have ak at the rate of 1,680 
bpd of 38-gravity oil, but Pauley Pan 
American released little other infor- 
mation about the well. 


The company holds a concession 
in the Gulf of Campeche bordering 
on the states of Veracruz and Tabas- 


co. 





miles off the Louisiana coast, in Vermilion Block 164. The rig is sinking its 
second contract well for Shell in 100 feet of water, the deepest water in 
which Shell has drilled in the Gulf of Mexico. 
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Diesel Engines 
POWER 


Sales Service Parts 





— Distributors — 
Onan Electric Plants 


Package Boat Deals 


BRADY 
ENGINE COMPANY 


Houma Berwick Galliano 
Louisiana 











FOR THE OFFSHORE 
OIL FIELDS ... 
MARINE 
* 
ELECTRICAL 


INDUSTRIAL 
SUPPLIES 








L. F. GAUBERT & CO. 


700 S. Broad St. New Orleans, La. 











BRAND NEW! 


Louisiana Offshore Lease 
Map Showing— 
@ Air-Sea Rescue 
@ Lease Ownership 
@ Platforms 
@ Pipelines 
$5.00 per copy—or free with each 2 
year (for $3.00) subscription to 


Offshore 


P. O. Box 977 


Conroe ,Texas 
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Zapata Completes Second 
Gas Well In Block 86 Field 


MARINE INSURANCE SPECIALISTS 








: Zapata Off-Shore Company—-Fel- 
| = et mont Oil Corp., et al, have com- 
A Casualty-Bonds-Fire pleted Well No. 3, State Lease 1446 
as (OCS 0172), Vermilion area, at 
By | 10,800-ft. in the Block 86 field sand. 
at W The well yielded 3.497 mcf per day 
Aik: JOHN L. ORTHAMNI of gas with 99.71 bpd of 48.8 dis- 
- &K Son tillate on a 12/64-in. choke. 


Zapata Off-Shore Company is the 
operator, and is now building facili- 
ties to tie into Transcontinental Gas 
Pipeline Company's gathering sys- 
tem. This is Zapata’s second produc- 
ing well in the Block 86 field. 


The South's Leadifg Insuranc: 





Rusk Building Houston 




















Oil Man’s Calendar 


ee | Shipyard & Drydock + : = oe Association of New York, 


Westchester Country Club, Rye 
16-18 National a Fe ay om +o“ 
meeting, Traymore Hotel, Atlantic City 
1000 TON FLOATING DRYDOCK 23-24 Western Petroleum Refiners Assn., 
Rocky Mountain regional technical-in- 
2 MARINE RAILW Y — —_— meeting, Henning Ho- 
el, Casper, Wyo. 
A s 27-29 National Assn. of Oil Equipment Job- 
bers, annual convention and trade show, 
Hotel Leamington, Minneapolis 


6444 27-30 API, Executive Committee of Board of 
PHONE fe P. 0. Box 168 Directors, Greenbrier Hotel, White Sul- 
NIGHT 7-2364 BERWICK, LA phur Springs, W. Va. 
OCTOBER 
3306 4-7 Society of Petroleum Engineers of AI- 
5249 ME, 34th annual fall meeting, Dallas, 


site unreported 
5-7 American Gas Association, convention, 
Conrad Hilton Hotel, Chicago 
7-8 Western Petroleum Refiners Assn., 4th 
’ : annual waste disposal and pollution con- 
429 BALTER BLDG. : : ference, Broadview Hotel, Wichita 











2 rf ¢ | 8-9 California Natural Gasoline Assn., 34th 
NEW ORLEANS, LA : Sie oN - annual fall meeting, Huntington-Shera- 
PHONE: MA. 6824 : : se CS . oe. co 3 ton Hotel, Pasadena 

ce ee es 11-15 ASTM Committee D-2, meeting, Shera- 

& ; ee 3S . = e : 8 é ton-Palace Hotel, San Francisco 
— 12-13 Petroleum Packaging Committee, meet- 
24 HOUR ‘ " ’ : eS ‘Cas ing, Port Arthur, Texas, site unreported 
SERVICE : oe 16 Natural Gasoline Assn. of America, 
‘ = : southern regional meeting, Carlton Ho- 

* - crit @ : tel, Tyler, Texas 
‘ . 20-22 American Standards Assn., 10th nation- 
LAFAYETTE, LA. — ‘ al Fg are on standards, Sheraton- 
PHONE: CE. 4-1052 Cadillac Hotel, Detroit 


22-23 Society of Petroleum Engineers of AI- 
ME, Los Angeles Basin section, fall 
meeting, Huntington-Sheraton Hotel, 
Pasadena 


Me Donough Maine Service [een 


28-29 Western Petroleum Refiners Assn., an- 
nual session on refining technology, Ru- 
fus Garrett Hotel, El Dorado, Ark. 

28-30 Society of Automotive Engineers, nation- 
al fuels and lubricants meeting, La Salle 
Hotel, Chicago 

28-30 AAPG, Mid-Continent regional meeting, 
Broadview Hotel, Wichita 


NOVEMBER 

4-6 Rocky Mountain Oil & Gas Assn., 14th 
annual convention, Cosmopolitan Hotel, 
Denver 


9-11 API, 39th Annual Meeting, Conrad Hil- 


Daly — Contracting de Venezuela fn amet Hau dis hte 


9-12 Society of Exploration Geophysicists, 
29th annual international meeting, Bilt- 
more Hotel, Los Angeles 

10-11 API Board of Directors, meeting, Con- 
rad Hilton Hotel, Chicago 








For further information Tel. 76.671 or write to “DALY” ®* Saree Stee 
Apartado 488, Maracaibo. Cable: DALYCON wa pt ay 


Hotel, Amarillo 


DECEMBER 


3-5 Interstate Oil Compact Commission, an- 
— meeting, Sheraton Hotel, Philadel- 
phia 


42 ; OFFSHORE 




















NEW PRODUCTS 
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. In The NEWS 





Portable Boiler For Steam Cleaning 





ee EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE OOOO S EE EEE ESSE EES SEES SEES SEES SEES SESE SEES ESSE EE ESSE EES SESE TEES ESTEE TTS SEES EEE EEE EEE ETS 


The answer to economical steam 
cleaning or steam thawing is found 
in a new compact portable boiler. 
The units measure 15-ft. long, 4-ft. 
wide and 5//,-ft. high, and are avail- 
able in 40 and 50 hp sizes. Weight 
is about 5,000 Ibs. each. The special- 
ly constructed frame with rubber 
wheels provides ease of mobility. 

The 40 hp unit has an output of 
1,380 lbs. of steam an hour at 212 
degrees. The 50 hp boiler delivers 


1,725 lbs. of steam an hour at 212 
degrees. 

Each unit is equipped with a wat- 
er make-up tank which holds enough 
water for an hour’s operation. A sim- 
ple hose connection from a local wat- 
er supply will normally provide wat- 
er at 20 to 50 Ibs. pressure for con- 
tinuous and automatic operation. 

For further information write 
Cleaver-Brooks Co., 326 E. Keefe 
Avenue, Milwaukee 12, Wisconsin. 





Any Position Okay For Anchor Holder 


A new type of anchor holder was in- 
troduced recently by Danforth An- 
chors. Fabricated entirely of 18-8 stain- 
less steel, the anchor holder called 
“Stowaway” is corrosion and rust- 


proof. 


Unlike other holding devices, the 
“Stowaway” can be mounted in any 
position, horizontally, vertically or even 
overhead if desired. It holds the 
anchor securely without lashings no 
matter how it is mounted. For fur- 
ther information write Danforth An- 


chors, 2147 Alston Way, Berkley 4, 
California. 








New Elevators Have 
Swept Forward Arms 


Web Wilson Oil Tools, Inc. of Los 
Angeles has produced a line of center 
latch elevators with greater compact- 
ness of design due to swept forward 
link arms. 

At the same time, the design al- 
lows more clearance for installing 
links. A slanted pin provides the new 
elevator with a natural tendency to 
close when under load. This tendency 
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amounts to several tons of force, de- 
pending upon the elevator load. 
Another feature of the Champion 
elevators is a strong coil spring, located 
at the hinge pin, that opens the eleva- 
tor and forces it away from the pipe 
when the safety latch is released. For 
further information write Web Wil- 
son Oil Tools, Inc., P. O. Box 
72096, Los Angeles 2, California, 


Rust Remover Shows 
When Activity Stops 


A new rust and scale remover has 
been developed which actually indi- 
cates when its solvent power for rust 
and scale is depleted. 


The new product called KARYSOL 
indicates its loss of activity by a sharp 
color change (from blue'to red) when 
the solution is no longer capable of 
dissolving scale and rust. 

KARYSOL can be used for de- 
plugging wells plugged by iron or 
calcium deposits, for pickling iron and 
steel parts and in electrolytic polishing 
baths, It is also a rapid idea for 





“milk stone,” pipe scale, heavy rust, 
as well as encrustations and deposits in 
boilers, reactors, storage tanks and 
vats. It dissolves readily in hot or cold 
water. For further information write 
Guardian Chemical Corporation, 38- 
15 30th Street, Long Island 1, N. Y. 


API Adopts Revised 
Viscosity Standards 


The American Petroleum Institute 
has discontinued its three viscosity 
standards—Alpha, Betta and Gamma. 

Seven new oil standards for vis- 
cometer calibration have been fur- 
nished by the American Society for 
Testing Materials, Cannon Instrument 
Company, State College, Pennsylvania. 

The 1958 versions of ASTM Tenta- 
tive Method D, 445 Kinematic 
Viscosity, and Standard Method D88, 
Saybolt Viscosity will refer to the new 
series. 


BJ Service Issues 
New Bulletin 


A comprehensive bulletin just pub- 
lished by BJ Service reviews each 
acid treating solution, chemical 


. blocking agent and auxiliary chem- 


ical service offered by BJ for well 
stimulation. Includes a discussion of 
the composition, prepress and action 
of each chemical formulation, to- 
gether with charts and a glossary of 
terms used in chemical well-stimula- 
tion work. Write BJ Service, Inc., 
6505 Paramount Blvd., Long Beach 
5, California, and ask for Chemical 
Service from BJ. 
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WANTED! CLASSIFIED! 





CENAG TOWING CO. 





e Crude Oil Transportation 
e Deck Barges 


e Water Barges 

e Drilling Barge Moving 

e Diesel fuel delivery to drilling 
barges and drilling locations 


Houma Louisiana 


Phone: 2-2413 














NEW TWIN-DISC 
Marine Reduction and 


Reverse Gears 
RATIO 3.05:1 
MG 150 MODEL X8708 
Fits any GM 6-71 marine engine—offered right 


or left hand. Buy now while you can choose. 
Price: $/75 each, F.0.B. warehouse, Baltimore. 


The Boston Metals Co. 


313 E. Baltimore St. Baltimore 2, Md. 
| ELGIN 5-5050 LEXINGTON 9-1900 














ATTENTION SUPERIOR AND 
CLEVELAND ENGINE OWNERS 
We can save you several thousand dol. 

lars of expense when your PTD or G 510 
Superior blocks are leaking water at the 
bottom liner seals or when the top liner 
gasket seat is cracked. By having portable 
equipment, and by removing only pistons, 
cylinder heads and manifolds, your down 
time is cut to a minimum. For further 
information call or write COASTAL 
CASTING MARINE SERVICE, 2903 
Gano, Houston, Texas, Phane CA 8-7885. 
Nites ME 5-0391. 








To keep informed on vital 


marine oil developments— 


Subscribe To OFFSHORE 
(2 Years For $3) 


P. O. Box 977, Conroe, Texas 














News In Pictures.... 
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Pipe for an unusual project is loaded aboard barges. Two sizes 
of this alloy line pipe—6-in. O.D. and 7-5/8-in. O.D.—will be used by 
Freeport Sulphur Company to lay a 7-mile sulphur pipeline into the Gulf 
of Mexico. Three concentric pipes (See Offshore, May, p. 40) will be 


used to transport the molten sulphur from an offshore mine to the Louisiana 
coast. 
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Sunoco Drill Barge No. 3, built by Avondale Marine Ways of New Or- 
leans, was delivered recently to Sun Oil Company. The slotted hull barge 
measures 200-ft. by 54-ft. by 14-ft. 6-in., and is equipped with an Ideco 
“2500” diesel-electric rig, 143-ft. mast capable of racking 16,200-ft. of 41/-in. 
drill pipe or 25,500-ft. of 31/-in. pipe, and a closed circuit television system 
between the rig floor and engine room. 
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SERVICE PERSONALITIES . . 


In 


The NEWS 





Grant Oil Tools Announces 
Election Of Vice President 


Election of Robert E. Masters as a 

vice president of 

- Grant Oil Tool 

Company has been 

announced. Mas- 

ters is general 

manager of the 

MacClatchie Divi- 

sion, manufactur- 

ers of mud pum 

ar B.. valves, odes 

Spiro pipe wipers, quick-change 

cement heads, quick-unions and other 
oil field equipment. 

Masters joined MacClatchie in 1954 
as assistant manager and became man- 
ager in 1957. He is a graduate of 
Stanford University and was a Navy 
lieutenant in the Korean War. 





New General Sales Manager 


Named by Edwin H. Fitler 


The Edwin H. Fitler Company has 
announced the appointment of Jj. J. 
Greene as general sales manager. 

Greene joined the company on 
December 1, 1957, to assist George S. 
Prechtel, general sales manager, who 
has just returned to the office re- 
cuperating from a serious illness. 
Previously, Greene had been with the 
Columbia Rope Company since 1941, 
serving most of the time in the sales 
division. 

Prechtel, who has fully recovered 
from his previous illness, retired as 
general sales manager December 31, 
1958, to become a consultant for the 
company. 


Kearney Named Sales Manager 
Of Tex-Tube Replacing Beall 


R. W. Kearney has been named 
manager of sales for Tex-Tube, Inc., 
replacing William 
*S. Beall who has 
moved up to vice 
president. 

Kearney, who 
has been with Tex- 
Tube since 1952, 
had previous ex- 
perience with Mag- 
nolia Petroleum 
Company and with oil production 
specialty companies. 

His oil field career was interrupted 
by both World War II and the Korean 
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War during which he served as Cap- 
tain in the Air Force. He will con- 
tinue to visit New York, Chicago and 
the Mid-Continent area from his home 
office in Houston. 


Helms Takes High Position 


With Baash-Ross Division 


Hammond A. Helms of Dallas has 
nore been elected vice 
| president and gen- 
eral manager of the 
_ Baash-Ross__ Divi- 
y sion of Joy Manu- 
© facturing Company. 

™ He succeeds G. 
D. Johnson, who 
continues as a con- 
sultant to the com- 





pany. 

Helms, who has spent 17 years in 
the oil field equipment manufactur- 
ing industry, comes to Joy from 
Chance Vought Aircraft, Inc., Dallas, 
where he was controller and a mem- 
ber of the executive committee. 

Helms received a B. S. degree in 
engineering administration from Tex- 
as A & M College in 1939. He was 
born in Fort Worth. 


Byron Jackson Tools 
To Build European Plant < 


A new manufacturing plant has 
been established in the Netherlands 
by Byron Jackson Tools, Inc., a sub- 
sidiary of Borg-Warner Corporation. 

Earl M. Rees, formerly export sales 
manager for BJ Oil Tools, has been 
named managing director of the new 
Netherlands based firm and will also 
serve as European sales manager for 


Byron Jackson Tools, Inc. G. E. Mul- 
linix will head engineering opera- 
tions for the subsidiary. 

The new company, known as By- 
ron Jackson N.V., will construct a 
modern manufacturing plan at Etten 
en Leur, North Brabant Province in 
South Holland. 


New York Investment Firm 
Buys Avondale Marine Ways 


A New York investment company, 
Ogden Corporation, has acquired 
Avondale Marine Ways of New Or- 
leans. 

Avondale, which has constructed a 
large number of drilling barges and 
other offshore vessels, will not ex- 
perience any changes in policy or per- 
sonnel as a result of the transaction. 


Cleaver-Brooks Completes 
Major Sales Realignment 


Thomas B. Mansfield and Richard 
D. Pennstrom have been named re- 
gional managers for Cleaver-Brooks 
Company. 2 

It was announced that the rj ora 
ments complete a program of select- 
ing and training regional managers 
to administer the sale of the firm's 
packaged boiler products. 

Mansfield, who has been assigned 
the midwest division, joined Cleaver- 
Brooks with 12 years over-all experi- 
once with another major boiler manu- 
facturer. 

Pennstrom has been assigned the 
northwestern segment. He was form- 
erly associated with a control manu- 
facturer. 


Texas Marine & Industrial Supply 


Company Announces Food Division 


TS Marine and Industrial Sup- 
ply Company has announced the 
opening of a food division. The di- 
vision will include dry stores, meats, 
dairy products, fresh and frozen 
fruits and vegetables—everything 
used by vessels docking at Houston. 

The new department will be man- 
aged by John Schuhmacher, who has 
been in the food business twenty 
years. Ray Bankston will serve as 
his assistant. 

Addition of a food division and 
recent addition of a marine electrical 
ee as well as the new dis- 
tributorship for C-O-TWO Pyrene 
fire fighting equipment, makes Tex- 









ee 


BANKSTON 


SCHUHMACHER 


as Marine and Industrial Supply a 
one-stop station for marine supplies 
—the largest in the southwest. 

The company is located at 8106 
Harrisburg Boulevard in Houston. 
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International Paints , 


_ were developed, each to 
\. satisfy a new and often | 


a , 
‘ o & 
, Pd 
fore 


» 


requirement. = 


Send for a complimentary copy 
of our recently revised booklet 
“The Painting of Ships.” It is an 
outline of the latest approved 
practices in all marine mainte- 
nance. 


International Paint Company, Inc. 


New York 6, N. Y., 21 West St., Phone: WHitehall 3-1188 
New Orleans 15, La., 628 Pleasant St., Phone: TWinbrook 1-4435 
So. San Francisco, Cal., So. Linden Ave., Phone: Plaza 6-1440 
Gulf Stocks at: 
SAN ANTONIO MACHINE & SUPPLY CO. RIO FUEL & SUPPLY CO., INC. 
Harlingen, Texas, Phone: GArfield 3-5330 Morgan City, Louisiana, Phone: 5033-3811 
SAN ANTONIO MACHINE & SUPPLY CO. ROSS-WADICK SUPPLY COMPANY 
Corpus Christi, Texas... .Phone: 2-6591 Harvey, Louisiana, Phone: Filimore 1-3433 
TEXAS MARINE & INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY CO. VOORHIES SUPPLY COMPANY 
Houston, Texas. Phone: WAlnut 3-9771 New Iberia, La.....Phone: EM 4-2431 
TEXAS MARINE & INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY CO. MOBILE SHIP CHANDLERY CO. 
Galveston, Texas, Ph.: SOuthfield 3-2406 Mobile, Alabama, Phone: HEmlock 2-8583 
MARINE & PETROLEUM SUPPLY CO. BERT LOWE SUPPLY CO. 
Orange, Texas. .Phone: 8-4323—8-4324 Tampa, Florida...... Phone: 2-4278 
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The Slush Pit... 


-> stepped out of the bathtub and onto the scales. 
Hubby walked past the door and saw what she 
was doing. He called back, “How many pounds this 
morning, honey?” 

Without turning, she a. “Fifty, and don’t 
leave the tongs on the porch.” 


Stay-at-home wife: ‘Darling, how thoughtful. The 
hotel where you stayed during the convention sent 
me a blue nightgown.” 


A guest at a country club got mixed up on which 
shower room to use after his golf game. He was in 
the midst of his shower when three women entered 
to use the powder room. With quick thinking, he 
covered his head with his towel, so that the women 
couldn’t recognize him later, and rushed dripping wet 
out of the ladie’s room and down the hall into the 
men’s shower room. 

“Good heavens!” said one of the women. “Thank 
goodness that wasn’t my husband.” 

“Or mine,” said the second. 

“It wasn’t even a member of the club,” said the 
third absently. 


Then there was the sexy wife of a busy husband 
who recently won a divorce, charging her husband 
with lack of attentiveness. ‘If anything ever happen- 
ed to me,” the stacked missus claimed, ‘““my husband 
wouldn't even be able to identify the body.” 


Sign on a New Orleans bar: ‘Quiet. Hangover 
under construction.” 


A fellow who came into a dental office for a tooth 
extraction was so frightened that the dentist sympathe- 
tically offered him a shot of whiskey. Then the fellow 
asked for another shot and gulped it down. The 
dentist then asked kindly: “There, young fellow. Do 
you feel any braver? Got your courage back?” 

“Yeah,” snarled the man, ‘and brother, I'd like 
to see anybody touch my teeth.” 








WATERCOLOR 


EXHIBITION 











Gjelov 


“Let me see some oil paintings! I’m 
an offshore oil man!” 
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PENROD’'S 
i 


you get more 


is Ge 
P., 
Dollar 


with 
| eek =Val dete! 
|B Tailitare! 


Company 





One of Penrod’s three mobile plat- 
forms, the Petrel operates in 100 
foot water ...is powered for deep- 
est drilling programs. 


YOUR DRILLING PROGRAM will end up costing less when you use 
Penrod’s premium equipment and improved methods. That’s why Penrod has 
invested heavily in new mobile platforms like the Petrel, in new drilling barges, 
and improved land rigs. They are loaded with power, have high pressure pumps, 
can handle maximum drill collar weight, are equipped with 2-way radio... and 
the men who run them have been on Penrod rigs for a long, long time. 


-You are sure of more HPD with PDC. 


SOSSSSSSSSSSSSHESSSSHESHSSSHSHSSHSHSSHSSSSSHSSHSSHSSHSHSSSHSSSHSHSHSSHSHSHEHSHESHSHEHSHSHSHSHSHEHSSHSHEHEHSSHSEHESHESSSEEHESHEHEESEHEHEESEEBESEEEE 


Call, wire or write: 


PENROD DRILLING COMPANY 


J. P. (Jack) Johnson, Drilling Superintendent 





MAIN OFFICE: DIVISION OFFICE: 
1320 MERCANTILE SECURITIES BLDG. POST OFFICE BOX 508 
DALLAS, TEXAS HOUMA, LOUISIANA 


TELEPHONE: Riverside 7-1507 TELEPHONE: UPtown 9-1521 








G&H Can Tow it... 
Anytime, Anywhere 





Union Producing Company’s giant Drilling 
Barge “A”, currently drilling in Eugene Island 
Block 116, was towed from Galveston to first 
location ... off St. Mary Parish, Louisiana... 
by G & H tugs Juno and Grampus. 


Newest mobile unit christened into offshore 
drilling service, Barge “A”... tall as a 25-story 
building when mast is raised... is designed to 
operate in water depths to 70 feet. 

Pioneers in Gulf Coast tidelands towing, 
G & H can capably handle any towing assign- 
ment . . . with speed, safety, efficiency, and 
ultimate economy to your offshore operating 
program. 

With a modern diesel fleet of 700 to 1700 
hp tugboats, for every towing requirement... 
and over 35 years of diversified marine experi- 
ence...G & H can expediently tow anything 
that floats... anytime, anywhere. 

Call the G & H office nearest you today, 
and let towing experts help you plan your next 
offshore moving job. 


DAY OR NIGHT PHONE 


Galveston SO 3-6468 or SO 3-4673 ¢ Houston WA 8-5406 or Mi 5-3614 
Corpus Christi TU 4-8791 ¢ New Orleans JA 5-8697 





TOWING COMPAN Y IN C. 


FLEET OF MODERN 700 YO 1700 HP TUGBOATS FOR EVERY TOWING REQUIREMENT 


Corpus Christi e Houston ° GALVESTON, 509 Texas Building ° New Orleans 








